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Dynamic Prophecy 
 

The Hermeneutical Foundation of Apostolic Eschatology 
And The Key to Understanding the Last Days  

Introduction 
One of the chief reasons sincere Christians arrive at radically different conclusions about Bible 

prophecy is not necessarily that they reject the authority of Scripture. In many cases, the 

difference lies in the method by which prophecy is interpreted. Some attempt to confine nearly 

every prophecy to the past, treating historical fulfillment as though it exhausts the whole 

meaning of the passage. Others postpone nearly every prophecy to the future, as though the 

prophecy had little or no genuine relevance to the historical circumstances in which it was first 

given. Still others acknowledge both historical and future elements, yet fail to understand how 

the earlier fulfillment relates to the greater and final fulfillment still to come. 

The problem, therefore, is not simply whether one sees past fulfillment or future fulfillment. 

The real question is whether one understands the biblical relationship between the two. 

Scripture often shows that a prophecy may have a genuine historical fulfillment while still 

pointing forward to a greater and final fulfillment. The first fulfillment establishes the pattern. 

The greater fulfillment expands it. The final fulfillment completes it. 

This study proposes that many approaches to prophecy overlook one of Scripture’s own 

interpretive principles. Throughout the Bible, God frequently unfolds a single prophetic truth 

through successive historical events. Each fulfillment is real. Each event matters. Yet each one 

may also build upon the former until the prophecy reaches its complete and ultimate 

fulfillment. Prophecy, therefore, is not always exhausted by its first fulfillment. Very often, it 

develops progressively through history. Earlier fulfillments may be genuine, while also 

functioning as shadows, patterns, foreshadowings, or preliminary fulfillments that point forward 

to something greater still to come. 

The Church has long recognized the biblical use of types, shadows, and foreshadowings. Yet the 

relation of these patterns to prophecy itself has often been overlooked or inconsistently 

applied. This study seeks to bring that relationship into clearer view. When the biblical pattern 

of shadow, substance, historical fulfillment, and final consummation is applied directly to 

prophecy itself, the principle may be called dynamic prophecy. 
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While the phrase dynamic prophecy has been used in other contexts, this study uses it in a 

distinct hermeneutical sense. Here, dynamic prophecy refers to God’s method of progressively 

revealing one prophetic truth through types, shadows, historical events, covenantal judgments, 

preliminary fulfillments, greater fulfillments, present Kingdom reality, and ultimately the final 

fulfillment in Jesus Christ and the consummation of His Kingdom. It is not merely the 

observation that prophecy may be conditional or responsive. It is the recognition that prophecy 

itself often develops through a structured biblical pattern from initial fulfillment to ultimate 

fulfillment. 

The earlier fulfillments are not false, nor are they insignificant. They are also not necessarily 

complete. They establish the prophetic pattern that God continues to unfold until His full 

purpose is accomplished. 

This is not merely a useful observation about prophecy. It is a foundational hermeneutical 

principle. Dynamic prophecy concerns the way Scripture itself is intended to be read. It is not an 

artificial method imposed upon the Bible from the outside, nor is it a theological device 

invented to rescue a preferred system. It is a pattern demonstrated within the Bible itself. When 

Scripture uses types, shadows, repeated judgments, covenantal patterns, historical parallels, 

and greater fulfillments, Scripture is teaching us how to read Scripture. 

The Bible demonstrates this pattern repeatedly. The Exodus foreshadows salvation through 

Christ. David foreshadows the coming King. The Passover foreshadows the Lamb of God. The 

temple foreshadows both Christ and His Church. Joshua the high priest foreshadows Christ as 

both King and Priest. In the same way, many prophetic judgments upon Israel and the 

surrounding nations become foreshadowings of the final Day of the Lord and the ultimate 

judgment of all mankind. These are not isolated curiosities. They reveal a consistent biblical 

pattern in which God uses real historical events to establish prophetic meaning that reaches 

beyond the immediate moment. 

Understanding this principle is one of the most important keys to Apostolic eschatology. It 

explains how a prophecy may have an immediate historical fulfillment while still pointing 

forward to a greater and final fulfillment. It explains why a judgment in history may be called 

the Day of the Lord, while still foreshadowing the final Day of the Lord. It explains why Jesus 

could speak of the destruction of Jerusalem and, in the same prophetic discourse, point beyond 

that judgment to His visible and glorious return. The near fulfillment validates the prophecy and 

establishes the pattern; the final fulfillment completes it. 

 



Page | 4  
 

This principle is also essential to understanding Present Millennialism and the Present Kingdom. 

Christ is reigning now. The Kingdom is present now. The Church has been made kings and 

priests unto God now. Yet the present reign of Christ does not erase the future consummation 

of the Kingdom. Likewise, the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 was a genuine and serious 

fulfillment of Christ’s words, but it was not the final fulfillment of every prophetic element 

connected with His coming, the resurrection, the gathering together of the saints, the Great 

Tribulation, and the final judgment. Dynamic prophecy allows these truths to stand together 

without forcing Scripture into a false choice between past fulfillment and future fulfillment. 

This is especially important in Matthew 24 and 25. Many interpreters recognize that portions of 

the Olivet Discourse clearly relate to the judgment that fell upon Jerusalem in AD 70, while 

other portions reach beyond that event to the visible Second Coming, the gathering of the 

saints, the resurrection, and final judgment. Yet instead of recognizing dynamic fulfillment 

within one continuous prophetic discourse, they divide the passage into disconnected events. 

Some separate Matthew 24 between AD 70 and the Second Coming, then insert an unstated 

thousand-year interval into the same discourse and push much of Matthew 25 into a distant 

future millennium, creating yet another separate event for the end of the world and final 

judgment. The text itself never announces these divisions. They are imposed upon it by the 

prophetic system being brought to the passage. 

Dynamic prophecy provides a far more coherent explanation. The destruction of Jerusalem was 

a genuine historical judgment and fulfillment, but it also established a prophetic pattern that 

reaches its ultimate fulfillment in the visible return of Christ, the gathering together of His 

saints, the resurrection, and the consummation of the Kingdom. This allows the discourse to 

remain what Jesus presented it as: a connected prophetic revelation in which near and final 

fulfillment can exist within the same context. 

This approach avoids two common extremes. It does not force every prophecy entirely into the 

first century, as though all prophetic expectation ended with the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Neither does it postpone every prophecy into the distant future, as though the Kingdom of God 

has not already come in power through Christ and His Church. Instead, it allows Scripture to 

interpret Scripture by recognizing the progressive manner in which God has chosen to reveal His 

redemptive and prophetic purpose throughout history. 

This is exactly where interpretive systems can begin to torture the text. When dynamic 

fulfillment is not understood, interpreters feel compelled to insert gaps, divide single discourses 

into multiple unrelated events, and create prophetic stages that the passage itself never 

identifies. Matthew 24–25 becomes a prime example: one continuous discourse is stretched 

across AD 70, the Second Coming, a supposed thousand-year millennium, and then another 
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final judgment beyond that. What should be read as an unfolding prophetic pattern becomes an 

increasingly complicated chronology imposed upon the words of Jesus. 

This does not mean dynamic prophecy is the only hermeneutical principle involved in the study 

of prophecy. Context, audience, covenant, language, genre, historical setting, and Apostolic 

interpretation all remain essential. Nevertheless, dynamic prophecy is one of the foundational 

principles that opens the prophetic Scriptures to proper understanding. Without it, readers are 

often forced to choose between past fulfillment and future fulfillment, when Scripture itself 

frequently demonstrates both: a genuine historical fulfillment and a greater final fulfillment. 

Dynamic prophecy, therefore, is the hermeneutical bridge by which the prophetic Scriptures 

may be read faithfully, without denying either the present reality of Christ’s Kingdom or the 

future hope of His appearing. It helps us see that God’s prophetic word moves through history 

with purpose, order, and continuity, until every shadow gives way to substance, every pattern 

reaches completion, and the Kingdom of Jesus Christ is openly and finally manifested in its 

fullness. 
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Chapter 1 

Dynamic Prophecy Is a Biblical Pattern 

Before examining specific prophecies concerning the last days, the Second Coming, the 

resurrection, the gathering together of the saints, and the consummation of the Kingdom, we 

must first establish an important biblical principle. If dynamic prophecy is truly one of the 

foundational hermeneutical principles of Scripture, then we should expect to find it operating 

throughout the Bible. It should not appear only in passages dealing with the end of the world. It 

should be visible in the way God reveals His purpose from the beginning. 

This is exactly what we find. 

From Genesis to Revelation, God repeatedly reveals His purposes through patterns, types, 

shadows, historical events, and progressively greater fulfillments. He does not reveal the 

fullness of His redemptive plan all at once. Rather, He unfolds it step by step, allowing earlier 

events to become prophetic pictures of greater realities still to come. The first fulfillment is 

genuine, but it does not necessarily exhaust the full meaning of the prophecy or pattern. 

Instead, it establishes a framework that reaches its highest fulfillment in Jesus Christ and, 

ultimately, in the consummation of His Kingdom. 

The New Testament repeatedly teaches us to read the Old Testament in this manner. This is not 

a private method invented by later interpreters. It is the way the apostles themselves handled 

the Scriptures. They saw in the Old Testament not merely disconnected historical events, but 

divinely ordered patterns that pointed forward to Christ. 

The Passover lamb was a real sacrifice offered in Egypt, yet it also pointed forward to Jesus 

Christ, “the Lamb of God.” The Exodus was a real historical deliverance, yet it foreshadowed our 

redemption from sin through Christ. The tabernacle, and later the temple, were real places 

where God dwelt among His people, yet they also pointed forward to Christ Himself and 

ultimately to His Church as the living temple of God. David was a real king over Israel, yet he 

foreshadowed the greater King, Jesus Christ. 

Abraham literally offered up Isaac, the son of promise, but that historical act was also a 

foreshadowing of Christ being offered up for the sins of the world. Isaac carried the wood, was 

laid upon the altar, and was received back by Abraham in a figure; yet Christ is the true 

fulfillment, the Son who was not merely placed on the altar, but actually gave Himself as the 

sacrifice. This shows how Old Testament events can be real history while also bearing prophetic 

meaning that is fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

None of these earlier realities were false. Neither were they complete in themselves. Each was a 

genuine historical reality that simultaneously pointed beyond itself to something greater. 
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The writer of Hebrews explains this principle when he describes the law as having “a shadow of 

good things to come”: 

“For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things...” 

— Hebrews 10:1, KJV 

Paul makes the same point when he writes: 

“Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.” 

— Colossians 2:17, KJV 

A shadow is real, but it is not the substance. It has form, meaning, and purpose, but its 

significance is derived from the greater reality to which it points. 

This principle applies not only to people, ceremonies, sacrifices, and institutions. It also applies 

to prophecy itself. 

God often gives a prophecy that speaks directly to the people of that generation while also 

pointing beyond them to a greater future fulfillment. The immediate fulfillment confirms the 

truthfulness of the prophetic word. The greater fulfillment reveals the fullness of God’s 

redemptive and prophetic purpose. In this way, a prophecy may be genuinely fulfilled in history 

and yet still remain open to a fuller fulfillment in Christ and in the final consummation of His 

Kingdom. 

This explains why Scripture so often uses repeated prophetic patterns. The Exodus becomes the 

pattern for future deliverance. The return from captivity becomes another picture of 

restoration. The destruction of Jerusalem becomes a pattern of judgment. The Day of the Lord 

comes upon individual nations throughout the Old Testament, yet those historical judgments 

point forward to the final Day of the Lord that will encompass the entire world. 

This is dynamic prophecy. 

Rather than presenting prophecy as a collection of isolated predictions fulfilled only once and 

then discarded, Scripture often presents prophecy as unfolding progressively through history. 

God speaks into a real historical moment, fulfills His word in that moment, and yet uses that 

fulfillment to establish a pattern that reaches beyond the immediate event. The historical 

fulfillment is real, but it is not always final. The pattern continues until the prophetic purpose 

reaches its complete fulfillment in Jesus Christ and the consummation of His Kingdom. 
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Once this biblical pattern is recognized, many passages that have long appeared difficult begin 

to harmonize naturally. We are no longer forced to place every prophecy entirely in the past or 

entirely in the future. We are not required to deny the historical fulfillment of a passage in order 

to preserve its future fulfillment. Neither are we required to deny the future consummation in 

order to acknowledge a genuine historical fulfillment. Instead, we allow Scripture to reveal 

God’s progressive unfolding of His prophetic purposes in the same manner that He has done 

throughout the rest of His Word. 

Through these ongoing fulfillments, God builds greater understanding as history unfolds. The 

truth is not only revealed in its first fulfillment; it is enlarged, clarified, and strengthened as the 

same prophetic pattern continues. Each fulfillment teaches us more about what to expect, 

because what God has done before becomes a witness to what He will do again. In this way, 

prophetic history not only reveals doctrine, but also serves as a warning: the patterns of 

judgment, deception, persecution, deliverance, and restoration seen in former generations may 

appear again in our own. 

This principle is especially important for understanding Apostolic eschatology and Present 

Millennialism. Christ’s present reign is not a symbolic afterthought. The Kingdom is present now. 

The Church reigns with Christ now as kings and priests unto God. Yet the present reality of the 

Kingdom does not cancel the future manifestation of the Kingdom’s consummation in glory. The 

same biblical pattern that allows earlier fulfillments to be genuine without being final also 

allows the present reign of Christ to be real without denying the future visible appearing of 

Christ, the resurrection, the gathering together of the saints, the final judgment, and the 

consummation of all things. 

The question, therefore, is not whether dynamic prophecy is convenient to a theological system. 

The question is whether Scripture itself demonstrates this pattern. 

If the Bible teaches us that God reveals His purpose through shadows, types, historical patterns, 

preliminary fulfillments, and greater fulfillments, then dynamic prophecy is not optional. It 

becomes one of the ways Scripture itself teaches us to read prophecy. It becomes part of the 

Bible’s own hermeneutic. 

Dynamic prophecy is therefore not speculation. It is a demonstrable pattern within the Word of 

God. God establishes the pattern first, develops it through history, and brings the fullness in 

Jesus Christ. 
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Chapter 2 
Joshua the High Priest and the Branch 

One of the clearest examples of dynamic prophecy is found in the book of Zechariah. In this 

passage, we discover a prophecy spoken directly to a real man living in the prophet’s own day, 

while its ultimate fulfillment is found hundreds of years later in Jesus Christ. If dynamic 

prophecy is truly a biblical pattern, this passage demonstrates it with remarkable clarity. 

After the Babylonian captivity, Joshua the son of Josedech served as Israel’s high priest during 

the rebuilding of the temple. He was not a symbolic character or a vague prophetic image 

detached from history. He was a real man, occupying a real priestly office, ministering before 

God at a specific moment in Israel’s restoration. Yet God chose Joshua to become more than a 

high priest in his own generation. He made him a living prophetic picture of the Messiah who 

was yet to come. 

Zechariah records: 

“Then take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son 

of Josedech, the high priest; 

And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose 

name is The BRANCH...” 

— Zechariah 6:11–12, KJV 

The details of this scene are important. The prophecy is spoken to Joshua. He is the man 

standing before Zechariah. The crowns are placed upon his head. Those witnessing the 

prophetic act would naturally understand that the event concerned the man before them. 

Joshua was being addressed, crowned, and used by God in a visible prophetic sign. 

Yet the prophecy immediately reaches far beyond Joshua himself. 

The LORD declares, “Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH.” Throughout the Old 

Testament, “the Branch” is a Messianic title pointing to Jesus Christ. Isaiah speaks of “the 

branch of the LORD”: 

“In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious...” 

— Isaiah 4:2, KJV 

Jeremiah prophesies of a “righteous Branch” raised unto David who shall reign as King: 

“Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a 

King shall reign and prosper...” 

— Jeremiah 23:5, KJV 
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Again Jeremiah speaks of the Branch of righteousness springing forth unto David: 

“In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto 

David...” 

— Jeremiah 33:15, KJV 

Zechariah had already used this same language when the LORD said: 

“...for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH.” 

— Zechariah 3:8, KJV 

Joshua was never the Branch. He was a true high priest, but he was not the Messiah. He served 

in his appointed office, but he did not fulfill the full weight of the prophecy spoken over him. 

Zechariah continues: 

“He shall build the temple of the LORD; 

Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule 

upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne...” 

— Zechariah 6:12–13, KJV 

Joshua never sat upon a throne. He was a high priest, not a king. Under the Law of Moses, the 

offices of king and priest were deliberately kept separate. Joshua had no authority to reign as 

king over Israel, nor did he possess the right to permanently fulfill the royal significance 

represented by the crowns placed upon his head in this prophetic act. He could be used as the 

sign, but he was not the substance. 

Yet even the name itself points forward. Joshua is the Hebrew form of the same name that 

comes to us in the New Testament as Jesus. This is not incidental. The man crowned in 

Zechariah’s prophetic sign bore the very name that would later be revealed in its fullest glory in 

Jesus Christ. 

In the same way, Joshua the son of Nun led Israel into the promised land, but he was only a 

shadow of the greater Jesus, who leads His people into the true inheritance. Joshua the high 

priest bore the name, received the prophetic sign, and stood as a living witness; but Jesus Christ 

is the true fulfillment of the name, the office, and the promise. The KJV itself preserves this 

connection by rendering Joshua as “Jesus” when referring to Joshua and the inheritance of 

Israel: 

“Which also our fathers that came after brought in with Jesus into the possession of the 

Gentiles...” 

— Acts 7:45, KJV 
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And again: 

“For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day.” 

— Hebrews 4:8, KJV 

Jesus Christ perfectly fulfills every detail. 

He is the Branch. He builds the true temple of God, not merely a building made with hands, but 

His Church, a spiritual house built of living stones. Peter writes: 

“Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house...” 

— 1 Peter 2:5, KJV 

Christ bears the glory. He is both King and High Priest, not after the order of Aaron, but after the 

order of Melchizedek. He alone sits upon the throne while simultaneously serving as our great 

High Priest. In Him, the offices of King and Priest are brought together without contradiction, 

because He alone possesses the authority, glory, and eternal priesthood necessary to fulfill the 

prophecy. 

Joshua was the sign. Jesus is the substance. Joshua bore the name. Jesus revealed the name in 

its fullness. Joshua could only foreshadow the union of priesthood and kingship. Jesus Christ 

eternally fulfills it. 

This demonstrates the very principle established in the previous chapter. The prophecy 

genuinely spoke to Joshua. The symbolic action genuinely occurred in Joshua’s lifetime. The 

people of Zechariah’s day truly witnessed a prophetic sign involving their own high priest during 

the restoration of the temple. Yet Joshua himself did not exhaust the prophecy. He became the 

historical pattern through which God pointed to a far greater fulfillment in Jesus Christ. 

This is dynamic prophecy. 

The first fulfillment was real. The greater fulfillment was greater. The final fulfillment belonged 

to Christ. 

This example establishes an important hermeneutical principle. A prophecy may legitimately 

address the people of the prophet’s own generation while also establishing a pattern that 

continues to unfold beyond the immediate historical moment. The earlier fulfillment does not 

invalidate what follows, and the later fulfillment does not erase what came before. Each stage 

may be genuine, yet not necessarily complete. God may use the first fulfillment to establish the 

prophetic pattern, later fulfillments to expand or intensify that pattern, and the final fulfillment 

to bring the whole prophetic purpose to its appointed consummation in Christ. 
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This is why prophecy must not be flattened into a single moment of fulfillment when Scripture 

itself gives us a larger pattern. Joshua was not ignored by the prophecy, but neither was he the 

end of it. He stood within history as a divinely appointed sign. Christ came later as the complete 

fulfillment of what that sign declared. 

Joshua the high priest and the Branch show us that God’s prophetic word may begin in a 

present historical circumstance while reaching forward to something far greater. This is not 

confusion in the prophecy. It is the wisdom of God in revelation. He establishes the pattern first, 

then brings the fullness in Christ. 
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Chapter 3 
The Day of the Lord: One Pattern, Many Fulfillments 

Having seen that God spoke to Joshua the high priest while simultaneously pointing beyond him 

to Jesus Christ, we now find the same principle operating in many of the prophetic judgments 

recorded throughout the Old Testament. The prophets repeatedly describe historical judgments 

upon individual nations in language that reaches beyond the immediate event and ultimately 

points toward the final Day of the Lord. 

This is one of the clearest demonstrations of dynamic prophecy. 

Throughout the Old Testament, God pronounced judgment upon nations such as Babylon, 

Egypt, Edom, Tyre, Moab, Assyria, and even Jerusalem itself. These were not imaginary 

judgments or merely symbolic warnings. They were real historical judgments that came to pass 

according to the word of the Lord. Yet the language used to describe many of these events often 

extends far beyond the local judgment itself. 

This principle is especially important when reading Old Testament prophecy. Many prophetic 

passages are often confined almost entirely to ancient fulfillments involving pagan kings, 

empires, invasions, covenantal crises, or judgments upon particular nations. In many cases, 

those historical fulfillments were genuine. Some were remarkably close to the prophet’s 

immediate words. Yet the error comes when the ancient fulfillment is treated as though it 

exhausts the whole prophetic meaning of the passage. 

Initial fulfillments often become controversial precisely because they do not always line up with 

every detail in a final or exhaustive way. The problem is not that the prophecy failed, nor that 

the historical fulfillment was invalid, but that the ancient event was never intended to bear the 

full weight of the final consummation. Some details may appear incomplete, disproportionate, 

or difficult to align because the prophecy is still unfolding. The later progressions have not yet 

occurred, and the final fulfillment has not yet arrived. 

A prophecy may speak truly to Babylon, Assyria, Egypt, Edom, Antiochus, Rome, Jerusalem, or 

some other historical power or event, while also establishing a pattern that reaches far beyond 

the original setting. When every detail is forced into the ancient event and the prophecy is then 

declared exhausted, the larger prophetic pattern is obscured, and the passage is no longer 

allowed to cast its light forward upon the final Day of the Lord, the coming of Christ, the testing 

of God’s people, and the consummation of the Kingdom. 
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The prophets frequently describe these historical judgments with language such as: 

• the Day of the Lord; 

• the sun being darkened; 

• the moon withholding its light; 

• the stars falling or failing to give their light; 

• the heavens trembling; 

• the earth shaking; 

• the LORD coming in judgment. 

This language is not accidental. It shows that God often uses historical judgments as prophetic 

patterns of a greater and final judgment still to come. 

Consider Isaiah’s prophecy against Babylon: 

“For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: 

the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, 

and the moon shall not cause her light to shine.” 

— Isaiah 13:10, KJV 

Isaiah is clearly speaking in context of the coming destruction of Babylon. The judgment had a 

real historical setting. It concerned a real empire. It was fulfilled in history. Yet the language 

used to describe that judgment is cosmic in scope. The sun is darkened. The moon does not give 

her light. The stars and constellations are affected. This language later appears in the teaching 

of Jesus concerning the events connected with His coming. 

Joel uses similar language when he declares: 

“The sun shall be turned into darkness, 

and the moon into blood, 

before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come.” 

— Joel 2:31, KJV 

Peter applies Joel’s prophecy to the outpouring of the Holy Ghost on the Day of Pentecost in 

Acts 2. Yet Jesus also uses remarkably similar language in Matthew 24 when speaking of events 

connected with His return. This demonstrates that prophetic language can legitimately unfold 

through more than one historical event without exhausting its ultimate meaning. Pentecost was 

not a false fulfillment. It was a genuine fulfillment. But neither did Pentecost exhaust every 

element of Joel’s prophecy concerning the great and terrible Day of the Lord. 
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The same pattern appears repeatedly throughout the prophets. Historical judgments become 

prophetic patterns pointing toward the greater and final judgment. Each event is real. Each 

fulfills the Word of God in its own historical setting. Yet each also anticipates something greater 

still to come. 

This is how God teaches throughout Scripture. 

The Exodus becomes the pattern for future redemption. The Passover becomes the pattern for 

Christ’s sacrifice. Joshua the high priest foreshadows Christ. The temple foreshadows Christ and 

His Church. In the same way, historical Days of the Lord upon individual nations foreshadow the 

final Day of the Lord, when Jesus Christ returns to judge the living and the dead. 

The phrase “the Day of the Lord” must therefore be understood according to the way Scripture 

itself uses it. In the Old Testament, the Day of the Lord may refer to a real historical judgment 

upon a nation. Yet these historical judgments are not isolated events disconnected from the 

final judgment. They are preliminary manifestations of the same divine pattern. They reveal 

how God judges wickedness, overthrows proud nations, vindicates His Word, and points 

forward to the final day when His judgment will no longer be local or preliminary, but universal 

and complete. 

Understanding this principle protects us from two common errors. 

The first error is to assume that because a prophecy had a genuine historical fulfillment, it can 

have no greater fulfillment beyond that event. This often leads to partial preterism, where many 

prophecies concerning the coming of the Lord, the resurrection, the gathering together of the 

saints, and the final judgment are confined almost entirely to the events surrounding AD 70. But 

Scripture does not teach us to read prophecy that way. A historical fulfillment may be genuine 

without being final. 

The second error is to postpone every prophecy exclusively to the future, as though the 

historical fulfillments God has already given are irrelevant or insignificant. This often 

characterizes futurism, which can overlook the fact that many prophetic patterns have already 

been demonstrated throughout biblical history. But Scripture does not treat earlier fulfillments 

as meaningless. God uses them to validate His Word, establish His patterns, and prepare His 

people to understand the greater fulfillment yet to come. 

Dynamic prophecy avoids both extremes. It recognizes that God often validates His Word 

through genuine historical fulfillments while simultaneously pointing beyond those events to a 

greater and final consummation. 

The historical judgment is not the complete fulfillment. Neither is it unrelated to the final 

fulfillment. It is the shadow. The final Day of the Lord is the substance. 
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This is why the prophetic judgments of the Old Testament are so important for understanding 

New Testament prophecy. They teach us how prophetic language works. They show us that God 

may speak of a near judgment using language that also anticipates the final judgment. They 

reveal that the same prophetic pattern may appear in more than one historical setting, growing 

in significance until it reaches its final fulfillment. 

This understanding prepares us to approach the prophecies of Jesus with greater clarity. When 

Christ speaks of the destruction of Jerusalem, the Great Tribulation, and His glorious appearing, 

we should not assume that every statement must belong exclusively either to the first century 

or to the end of the world. Scripture does not force that false choice upon us. Instead, we 

should expect the same dynamic pattern that God has consistently employed throughout His 

Word: a near fulfillment that establishes the pattern, and a final fulfillment that completes it. 

The Day of the Lord, therefore, is not a disconnected phrase applied randomly to unrelated 

judgments. It is a prophetic pattern. It appears in history. It is fulfilled in real judgments. Yet it 

moves forward toward the final and terrible Day of the Lord, when Jesus Christ will appear in 

glory, the dead will be raised, the saints will be gathered, the wicked will be judged, and the 

Kingdom will be openly manifested in its consummated fullness. 
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Chapter 4 
Joel: The Locust Plague, Pentecost, the Great Tribulation, and the Final Day of the Lord 

If there is one book in the Bible that beautifully demonstrates the principle of dynamic 

prophecy, it is the book of Joel. Within only three chapters, Joel moves from an immediate 

historical catastrophe, to the outpouring of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost, to the Gospel call of 

salvation, and finally to the great and terrible Day of the Lord. The prophecy begins in Joel’s own 

day, but it does not remain confined there. It moves through history, expands through 

successive fulfillments, and reaches forward to the final judgment, the deliverance of God’s 

people, and the consummation of the Kingdom. 

Joel does not present disconnected prophecies placed beside one another without relationship. 

He unfolds one prophetic message through a developing pattern. The historical judgment is real. 

The Pentecostal fulfillment is real. The final Day of the Lord is real. Each stage belongs to the 

same prophetic movement, and each stage helps us understand the next. 

The prophecy begins with a devastating locust invasion: 

“That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten; 

and that which the locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; 

and that which the cankerworm hath left hath the caterpiller eaten.” 

— Joel 1:4, KJV 

This was not merely symbolic language. Joel was addressing a real historical disaster that had 

devastated the land. The destruction was visible, immediate, and deeply personal to the people 

living in his day. Their fields were wasted. Their harvest was gone. Their joy had withered away. 

The ordinary life of the nation had been shaken by judgment. 

Joel describes the devastation in concrete terms: 

“The field is wasted, the land mourneth; 

for the corn is wasted: the new wine is dried up, the oil languisheth.” 

— Joel 1:10, KJV 

The judgment even affects worship: 

“The meat offering and the drink offering is cut off from the house of the LORD; 

the priests, the LORD’S ministers, mourn.” 

— Joel 1:9, KJV 
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This is important. The locust plague was not merely an economic crisis. It was a covenantal 

alarm. The offerings were interrupted. The priests mourned. The people of God were being 

called to recognize that this disaster had spiritual meaning. God was not simply describing bad 

weather, crop failure, or natural misfortune. He was calling His people to repentance through a 

historical judgment. 

Joel therefore summons the people to mourning, fasting, and solemn assembly: 

“Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, 

gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land into the house of the LORD your God, 

and cry unto the LORD.” 

— Joel 1:14, KJV 

Up to this point, the prophecy is plainly rooted in Joel’s own historical moment. A real disaster 

has come upon the land. A real people are being addressed. A real call to repentance is being 

issued. 

Yet even in chapter one, the language begins to widen: 

“Alas for the day! 

for the day of the LORD is at hand, 

and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come.” 

— Joel 1:15, KJV 

Here the immediate judgment is placed under the larger prophetic category of the Day of the 

LORD. The locust plague is not treated as an isolated event. It becomes a manifestation of a 

larger pattern of divine judgment. The Day of the LORD is “at hand” in Joel’s own day, yet the 

same phrase will continue to expand until it reaches the final Day of the Lord. 

This is dynamic prophecy. 

The historical judgment is genuine, but it is not isolated. It establishes a pattern. The immediate 

disaster becomes a prophetic picture of a greater judgment still to come. 

In chapter two, the language intensifies dramatically. Joel continues to speak in imagery 

connected to the invading locust army, but the description now begins to exceed an ordinary 

plague of insects: 

“Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: 

let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: 

for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand; 

A day of darkness and of gloominess, 

a day of clouds and of thick darkness...” 

— Joel 2:1–2, KJV 
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Joel then uses unmistakably cosmic language: 

“The earth shall quake before them; 

the heavens shall tremble: 

the sun and the moon shall be dark, 

and the stars shall withdraw their shining.” 

— Joel 2:10, KJV 

This is one of the clearest indicators that Joel’s prophecy reaches beyond the immediate 

historical disaster. The prophecy began with locusts eating crops, but now the earth quakes, the 

heavens tremble, the sun and moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining. This is 

the language of the Day of the Lord. It is the language later used in connection with the coming 

of Christ and final judgment. 

Joel is not abandoning the immediate crisis. He is showing that the immediate crisis belongs to 

a larger prophetic pattern. 

Yet Joel still speaks directly to his own generation. The dynamic movement of prophecy does 

not erase the immediate audience. God calls the people then and there to repentance: 

“Therefore also now, saith the LORD, 

turn ye even to me with all your heart, 

and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: 

And rend your heart, and not your garments...” 

— Joel 2:12–13, KJV 

Then God promises restoration: 

“And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten...” 

— Joel 2:25, KJV 

This restoration speaks naturally to the historical disaster that had come upon the land. God 

promises to restore what the locusts devoured. He promises mercy after judgment. He promises 

that His people will know that He is in the midst of Israel. 

But immediately after this restoration language, Joel moves into one of the most important 

prophecies in all of Scripture: 

“And it shall come to pass afterward, 

that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

your old men shall dream dreams, 

your young men shall see visions: 
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And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids 

in those days will I pour out my spirit.” 

— Joel 2:28–29, KJV 

Here the prophecy expands far beyond agricultural restoration. The Spirit of God will be poured 

out upon all flesh. Sons and daughters will prophesy. Old men will dream dreams. Young men 

will see visions. Servants and handmaids will receive the Spirit. 

Hundreds of years later, on the Day of Pentecost, Peter stood before the multitude in Jerusalem 

and declared: 

“But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel.” 

— Acts 2:16, KJV 

Peter’s words are decisive. Pentecost was not merely similar to Joel’s prophecy. It was not only 

an illustration or application. Peter said, “This is that.” The outpouring of the Holy Ghost was a 

genuine fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 

This is extremely important for understanding the Present Kingdom. Pentecost was not a 
postponement of the Kingdom. It was not merely a preview of a Kingdom absent until a future 
age. Christ had died, risen, ascended, and been exalted. The Holy Ghost was poured out. The 
Church was born. The reign of Christ was being manifested in power among His people. 

The Spirit poured out at Pentecost is one of the great evidences that the Kingdom is present 
now. The King had come. The King had conquered death. The King had ascended. The King had 
poured out His Spirit upon His people. 

Yet Pentecost did not exhaust Joel’s prophecy. Peter continued quoting Joel: 

“And I will shew wonders in heaven above, 
and signs in the earth beneath; 
blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 
The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood, 
before that great and notable day of the Lord come.” 
— Acts 2:19–20, KJV 

Joel’s original prophecy says: 

“And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, 
blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 
The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood, 
before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come.” 
— Joel 2:30–31, KJV 
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Those events were not exhausted on the Day of Pentecost. The sun was not finally turned into 

darkness. The moon was not finally turned into blood. The great and terrible Day of the LORD 

did not arrive in its complete and final sense that morning in Jerusalem. Yet Peter includes those 

words as part of the same prophecy. 

This proves that Joel’s prophecy is dynamic. 

The locust plague was a genuine historical judgment. The call to repentance was real. The 

restoration was real. Pentecost was a genuine fulfillment. But the prophecy continues beyond 

Pentecost toward the final Day of the Lord. 

Joel also adds the promise of deliverance: 

“And it shall come to pass, 

that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered...” 

— Joel 2:32, KJV 

Peter quotes this in Acts 2. The promise begins to be proclaimed through the Gospel. Salvation 

is offered through the name of the Lord. Yet in Joel’s context, this promise is also connected to 

deliverance in the Day of the LORD. It bridges present salvation and final redemption. Those 

who call upon the name of the Lord are saved now, and they will be delivered in the day of 

judgment. 

By Joel chapter three, the prophecy expands even further. Joel is no longer speaking merely of 

locusts, crops, fasting, or local restoration. He now speaks of the nations gathered for judgment: 

“I will also gather all nations, 

and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, 

and will plead with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel...” 

— Joel 3:2, KJV 

The scope has widened dramatically. The judgment now involves “all nations.” The issue is the 

treatment of God’s people. The LORD Himself gathers the nations for judgment. 

Joel continues with harvest imagery: 

“Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: 

come, get you down; for the press is full, 

the fats overflow; 

for their wickedness is great.” 

— Joel 3:13, KJV 
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This language clearly anticipates final judgment imagery used later in the New Testament, 

especially in Revelation. The harvest is ripe. The winepress is full. The wickedness of the nations 

has reached its measure. Judgment is ready. 

Then the cosmic language returns: 

“The sun and the moon shall be darkened, 

and the stars shall withdraw their shining.” 

— Joel 3:15, KJV 

This connects directly back to Joel 2. The same cosmic imagery runs through the book. It begins 

in the historical judgment, appears in connection with Pentecost, and returns at the final 

judgment of the nations. This is not accidental repetition. It is a prophetic pattern. 

Jesus later uses the same kind of language in Matthew 24: 

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, 

and the moon shall not give her light, 

and the stars shall fall from heaven...” 

— Matthew 24:29, KJV 

The connection is unmistakable. Joel’s cosmic language points beyond the locust plague. It 

points beyond Pentecost. It reaches forward to the Day of the Lord, the tribulation, the coming 

of Christ, and the final consummation. 

Joel’s prophecy therefore unfolds in a powerful dynamic pattern: a literal historical locust 

plague, a covenantal call to repentance, the Day of the LORD manifested in an immediate 

judgment, restoration after judgment, the outpouring of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost, salvation 

through calling upon the name of the Lord, the gathering of the nations for judgment, the final 

harvest and winepress, the shaking of heaven and earth, the deliverance of God’s people, and 

the LORD dwelling in Zion. 

This is far more than simple dual fulfillment. Joel does not merely move from one historical 

event to one future event. The prophecy develops through successive stages. It begins in Joel’s 

immediate context, reaches Pentecost, continues through the last days, and culminates in the 

final Day of the Lord. 

Peter’s use of Joel proves that the last days had already begun in the outpouring of the Holy 

Ghost. The Spirit was poured out because Christ had been exalted. The Kingdom was present in 

power. The Church was not waiting for the reign of Christ to begin in some future earthly 

millennium. The King was already reigning, and His people were receiving the promise of the 

Spirit. 
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Yet Joel’s prophecy also proves that Pentecost was not the final consummation. The same 

prophecy that declares the outpouring of the Spirit also speaks of cosmic signs, the great and 

terrible Day of the LORD, the gathering of nations, final judgment, and the deliverance of God’s 

people. 

Therefore, Joel destroys the false choice between present fulfillment and future fulfillment. The 

prophecy was fulfilled at Pentecost, but it was not exhausted at Pentecost. It reached Joel’s own 

day, it reached the birth of the New Testament Church, and it reaches forward to the coming of 

the Lord. 

At the same time, Joel’s prophecy also proves why prophecy cannot be confined entirely to the 

past or postponed entirely into the future. If Pentecost was a real fulfillment, but not the final 

fulfillment, then prophecy cannot be collapsed into the first century alone. That undermines 

Preterism. But if Pentecost was already a real Kingdom fulfillment through the outpouring of the 

Spirit and the formation of the New Testament Church, then the Kingdom cannot be postponed 

to a future earthly millennium. That undermines Premillennialism. 

This is the exact pattern needed to understand Present Millennialism. Christ reigns now. The 

Kingdom is present now. The Spirit has been poured out now. The people of God call upon the 

name of the Lord now. Yet the Church still looks forward to the visible appearing of Jesus Christ, 

the final Day of the Lord, the judgment of the nations, the deliverance of the saints, and the 

consummation of the Kingdom. 

Joel therefore stands as one of Scripture’s clearest demonstrations of dynamic prophecy. The 

locust plague was real. Pentecost was real. The last days are real. The final Day of the Lord is 

real. Each fulfillment matters. None of the earlier fulfillments exhausts the prophecy. Each 

establishes, expands, or intensifies the pattern until the whole prophetic purpose reaches its 

appointed fullness in Jesus Christ and the consummation of His Kingdom. 
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Chapter 5 
The Olivet Discourse: Jerusalem and the Coming of the Lord 

No portion of prophetic Scripture has generated more debate than the Olivet Discourse 

recorded in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21. Some believe nearly every prophecy in these 

chapters was fulfilled in AD 70 with the destruction of Jerusalem. Others believe nearly every 

verse awaits a future fulfillment immediately preceding the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. Both 

positions contain elements of truth, yet both become problematic when they insist that the 

prophecy must be fulfilled in only one moment and in only one way. 

The principle of dynamic prophecy offers a better explanation. 

The destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 was not an accidental historical event. It was a genuine 

fulfillment of many of Jesus’ warnings. Jerusalem was surrounded by armies. The temple was 

destroyed. Not one stone was left upon another. Those in Judea fled to the mountains, just as 

Jesus had instructed. The covenantal judgment Christ foretold came to pass with remarkable 

accuracy. 

Jesus warned: 

“And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, 

then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.” 

— Luke 21:20, KJV 

Historically, this was fulfilled in AD 70 when the Roman armies surrounded Jerusalem and 

destroyed both the city and the temple. This was a real siege, a real destruction, and a real 

covenantal judgment upon that generation. The warning had immediate practical meaning for 

the disciples and for the believers living in Judea. 

Yet the prophecy does not end there. 

As the discourse progresses, Jesus speaks of events that clearly reach beyond the destruction of 

Jerusalem. He declares: 

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, 

and the moon shall not give her light, 

and the stars shall fall from heaven...” 

— Matthew 24:29, KJV 
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He then continues: 

“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: 

and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 

and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 

with power and great glory.” 

— Matthew 24:30, KJV 

Finally, He says: 

“And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, 

and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, 

from one end of heaven to the other.” 

— Matthew 24:31, KJV 

These events extend beyond anything that occurred in AD 70. The visible appearing of Christ, 

the gathering together of His elect, and the consummation of the age belong to the final 

fulfillment of God’s redemptive and prophetic plan. Jerusalem was judged in the first century, 

but the Son of man did not visibly appear in power and great glory before all nations. The 

trumpet did not sound for the final gathering of the saints. The resurrection and final judgment 

did not occur. 

Therefore, while AD 70 must be recognized as a true fulfillment of Christ’s words, it cannot be 

treated as the complete fulfillment of the entire discourse. 

This should not surprise us. It is exactly how dynamic prophecy operates throughout Scripture. 

Joshua the high priest pointed beyond himself to Christ. The Passover pointed beyond Egypt to 

Calvary. Joel moved from a locust plague, to Pentecost, and ultimately to the great and terrible 

Day of the Lord. In the same way, the destruction of Jerusalem becomes both a historical 

judgment and a prophetic foreshadowing of the final judgment at the coming of Christ. 

The near fulfillment established the pattern. 

The final fulfillment completes it. 

Within the broader pattern of dynamic prophecy, Jerusalem also functions as more than an 

earthly city. Throughout the New Testament, the people of God are described in temple and 

Jerusalem language. The Church is connected with the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living 

God, and the temple of the Holy Ghost. Therefore, the siege of earthly Jerusalem becomes a 

historical foreshadowing of a greater and final assault against God’s covenant people. 
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Revelation presents that final pattern in these words: 

“And they went up on the breadth of the earth, 

and compassed the camp of the saints about...” 

— Revelation 20:9, KJV 

These events are not identical, but they follow the same prophetic pattern. The Roman siege of 

Jerusalem was a localized historical judgment. The final assault in Revelation is worldwide in 

scope. Yet both involve the enemies of God surrounding that which belongs to God, followed by 

divine intervention and judgment. The first fulfillment established the pattern. The last 

fulfillment brings that pattern to completion. 

This same principle is seen when Jesus stood in the synagogue and read from the prophet 

Isaiah. He read the portion concerning the Spirit of the Lord, the preaching of the gospel, the 

healing of the brokenhearted, deliverance to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, and the 

acceptable year of the Lord. Then He closed the book and said: 

“This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” 

— Luke 4:21, KJV 

Yet He stopped before reading the next phrase concerning “the day of vengeance of our God.” 

The prophecy was one passage, but Jesus Himself divided its fulfillment according to God’s 

appointed order. The first part was being fulfilled in His earthly ministry; the later portion still 

awaited its proper time. 

This helps explain why Jesus could move naturally between events separated by time without 

confusing the prophetic message. The destruction of Jerusalem served as a covenantal 

judgment upon Israel according to the flesh, while also providing a prophetic picture of the 

greater judgment still to come upon the whole world. The same prophetic language can 

embrace both because the earlier event points forward to the greater one. 

This understanding avoids two common errors. 

Partial Preterism rightly recognizes that AD 70 fulfilled many of Jesus’ warnings, but it often 

wrongly concludes that the prophecy was exhausted in the first century. Premillennial Futurism 

rightly recognizes that Christ’s visible return, the resurrection, the gathering together of the 

saints, and the final judgment remain future, but it often overlooks the genuine historical 

fulfillment that occurred in AD 70. 

The biblical pattern is not either/or. A prophecy may be genuinely fulfilled in history without 

being finally exhausted. Jesus’ reading of Isaiah proves this. One prophecy can unfold in stages: 

an immediate fulfillment, an ongoing pattern, and a final consummation in the appointed time 

of God. 



Page | 27  
 

Dynamic prophecy allows both truths to stand together. 

AD 70 was a real fulfillment. 

It was not the final fulfillment. 

It was the shadow. 

The Second Coming is the substance. 

This is essential to Present Millennialism and the doctrine of the Present Kingdom. The 

judgment of Jerusalem did not postpone the Kingdom, nor did it exhaust the coming of the 

Lord. Christ already reigns. The Kingdom is present now. The Church is already made kings and 

priests unto God. Yet the present reign of Christ does not eliminate the future appearing of 

Christ. 

The Olivet Discourse therefore should not be forced entirely into the past or entirely into the 

future. It should be read according to the dynamic pattern of prophecy established throughout 

Scripture. Once this principle is recognized, the apparent tension between AD 70 and the 

Second Coming disappears. They are not competing fulfillments. The first authenticates the 

prophecy; the second completes it. 

Jerusalem was truly judged. 

Christ will truly come. 

The first event stands as a historical witness that His words cannot fail. The final event will 

manifest openly what the Church already confesses by faith: Jesus Christ reigns now, and He will 

appear in glory to consummate His Kingdom forever. 
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Chapter 6 
Daniel: Prophetic Patterns That Continue to Develop 

The book of Daniel provides another remarkable demonstration of dynamic prophecy. Rather 

than presenting isolated predictions detached from the rest of Scripture, Daniel reveals 

prophetic patterns that continue developing throughout the biblical witness. His visions 

establish symbolic language, prophetic imagery, and kingdom patterns that later writers 

repeatedly build upon. Jesus draws from Daniel. Paul draws from Daniel. John’s Revelation is 

saturated with Daniel’s imagery. For this reason, Daniel serves as one of the principal 

foundations for understanding biblical prophecy. 

One of the first things we notice in Daniel is that God reveals future kingdoms through symbolic 

imagery rather than by simply listing historical names. In Daniel 2, the kingdoms of the world 

are represented by a great image composed of different metals. In Daniel 7, those same 

kingdoms appear again, but this time as four great beasts rising out of the sea. The kingdoms 

are real, but the symbols are prophetic. God intentionally uses imagery to reveal truths that 

extend beyond the immediate historical setting. 

Daniel himself teaches us how to read these visions: 

“These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth.” 

— Daniel 7:17, KJV 

The beasts are not literal monsters. They represent kings and kingdoms. Likewise, the ram and 

the he goat in Daniel 8 are interpreted within the chapter itself as kingdoms and rulers. The 

imagery is symbolic, but it is not meaningless. It is divinely interpreted symbolism. God gives the 

vision, and then He provides the interpretive key. 

This becomes an important hermeneutical principle. Biblical prophecy frequently employs 

symbolic language to represent larger spiritual, historical, and covenantal realities. Once God 

establishes the meaning of a symbol, later prophetic writers often build upon that same imagery 

to reveal even greater truths. The symbol may begin in one historical setting, but its prophetic 

significance continues to develop. 

Daniel also demonstrates another important feature of dynamic prophecy. His visions 

frequently move from immediate historical kingdoms to the everlasting Kingdom of God 

without treating those realities as unrelated. Earthly empires rise and fall, but they do not stand 

outside God’s prophetic purpose. They become part of the unfolding movement toward the 

reign of Christ and the dominion of His saints. 
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In Daniel 2, the great image represents the kingdoms of men. Yet the vision does not end with 

human government. Daniel sees a stone cut out without hands striking the image and becoming 

a mountain that fills the whole earth: 

“And the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.” 

— Daniel 2:35, KJV 

This stone is not the product of human power. It is cut without hands. It comes from God. It 

strikes the kingdoms of men, outlasts them, and grows into a mountain that fills the earth. The 

prophecy therefore moves from earthly kingdoms to the Kingdom of God. It begins with the rise 

and fall of empires, but it reaches forward to the dominion of Christ. 

Daniel 7 gives the same truth from another angle. The beast kingdoms arise out of the earth, 

but their dominion is not final. Daniel sees the Son of man brought near before the Ancient of 

days, and there is given unto Him dominion, glory, and a kingdom: 

“And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, 

that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: 

his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 

and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” 

— Daniel 7:14, KJV 

Then Daniel declares: 

“And the kingdom and dominion, 

and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, 

shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High...” 

— Daniel 7:27, KJV 

Here again we see the dynamic nature of prophecy. Earthly kingdoms rise and fall throughout 

history, yet each successive kingdom moves the prophetic story toward the everlasting Kingdom 

of Christ. The prophecy is not exhausted by one historical empire. Rather, history itself becomes 

the stage upon which God reveals the certainty of His Kingdom. 

This is especially important for understanding the Present Kingdom. Daniel does not present the 

Kingdom of God as a mere political arrangement postponed until a distant earthly millennium. 

The stone is cut without hands. The Son of man receives dominion from heaven. The saints are 

given the Kingdom. These truths harmonize with the New Testament declaration that Christ is 

already exalted, already reigning, and that His people have already been made kings and priests 

unto God. 
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Yet this present reign does not deny the future consummation. The Kingdom is present now, but 

it will also be openly manifested in fullness when every opposing kingdom is finally judged and 

removed. 

The influence of Daniel upon the New Testament cannot be overstated. Jesus repeatedly alludes 

to Daniel in the Olivet Discourse, especially when speaking of the abomination of desolation 

and the coming of the Son of man. Paul draws upon Daniel’s prophetic framework in describing 

the man of sin and the rebellion that precedes the final judgment. Revelation expands Daniel’s 

beast imagery, kingdom conflict, persecution of the saints, divine judgment, and final victory. 

John does not discard Daniel’s prophecy; he carries it forward to its consummation. 

One of the clearest examples of Daniel’s prophetic imagery being carried forward is the 

connection between the beast of Daniel 7 and the first beast of Revelation 13. John is not 

inventing new prophetic symbolism from nothing. He is taking Daniel’s beast imagery and 

showing its later development in the final conflict between the kingdoms of men and the 

people of God. 

Daniel saw beast kingdoms rising from the sea, and he also saw a blasphemous power that 

spoke great words, made war with the saints, and continued for an appointed prophetic period. 

Revelation takes up the same pattern and applies it to the beastly kingdom-power that opposes 

God, blasphemes His name, persecutes His people, and exercises dominion over the nations. 

The parallels are too strong to ignore: 

• Daniel’s beast arises from the sea; Revelation’s beast arises from the sea. 

• Daniel’s beast has ten horns; Revelation’s beast has ten horns. 

• Daniel’s little horn speaks great words; Revelation’s beast speaks great things and 

blasphemies. 

• Daniel’s power makes war with the saints; Revelation’s beast makes war with the saints. 

• Daniel’s beast devours the whole earth; Revelation’s beast has power over nations. 

• Daniel gives the period as “a time and times and the dividing of time”; Revelation gives 

forty-two months. 

This comparison shows that Revelation is not disconnected from Daniel. The same prophetic 

pattern continues. The sea, the beast, the horns, the blasphemous mouth, the persecution of 

the saints, the dominion over the earth, and the limited period of oppression all reveal 

continuity between Daniel and John. 
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This is exactly how dynamic prophecy works. Daniel establishes the pattern. Revelation develops 

it. The earlier vision is not discarded, and neither is it exhausted in one ancient empire. Instead, 

the same beastly kingdom principle continues to appear throughout history until it reaches its 

final form and is destroyed by the judgment of God. 

This also helps guard against two errors. If Daniel’s prophecy is confined only to an ancient 

historical empire, then Revelation’s obvious reuse of the same imagery becomes difficult to 

explain. But if Revelation is treated as entirely detached from Daniel, then John’s prophetic 

language is severed from the very Old Testament foundation that gives it meaning. The biblical 

answer is that Daniel’s imagery begins in real historical kingdoms, but Revelation carries that 

same prophetic pattern forward to its final manifestation. 

Daniel gives the beast pattern. 

Revelation shows its later development. 

Christ destroys it in the end. 

Daniel therefore teaches us that prophecy is not static. It unfolds. Kingdoms become patterns. 

Symbols become larger realities. Historical events become prophetic foreshadowings. Earlier 

revelations prepare the way for greater revelations still to come. 

For this reason, Daniel is not simply another prophetic book. He is one of the foundational 

interpreters of biblical prophecy itself. His visions teach us how God reveals kingdoms, 

judgment, persecution, dominion, and victory. They show us that human empires are 

temporary, but the Kingdom of Christ is everlasting. They also prepare us to understand why 

Jesus, Paul, and John all return to Daniel when explaining the final conflict, the present reign of 

Christ, and the ultimate triumph of the saints. 

Daniel gives us the pattern. 

The New Testament carries it forward. 

Revelation brings it to completion. 

The kingdoms of men pass away, but the Kingdom of Jesus Christ stands forever. 
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Chapter 7 
The Book of Revelation: The Grand Consummation of Dynamic Prophecy 

The Book of Revelation does not introduce an entirely new prophetic system. It does the exact 

opposite. Revelation does not abandon the prophetic patterns established throughout the Old 

Testament. It gathers together the great prophetic themes of Scripture, intensifies them, and 

brings them to their complete and ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ. 

John does not write as though biblical prophecy began with his vision on Patmos. He writes as 

one standing at the end of the prophetic witness, drawing upon the language, symbols, 

judgments, patterns, covenants, and promises that God had already established throughout the 

Scriptures. 

John is not inventing a new symbolic language. He is completing what God has been revealing 

from Genesis onward. 

This is why Revelation is so deeply rooted in the Old Testament. Its language is not arbitrary. Its 

symbols are not invented in isolation. John assumes that his readers understand the prophetic 

vocabulary already given by Moses, the prophets, the Psalms, Daniel, Ezekiel, Isaiah, Joel, 

Zechariah, and the rest of the Scriptures. Revelation does not abandon those earlier patterns. It 

brings them to their appointed consummation. 

This is dynamic prophecy at its highest expression. 

Throughout Revelation, we encounter familiar names, images, and themes: Babylon, Egypt, 

Sodom, Jerusalem, the temple, the Lamb, the beast, the throne, the marriage supper, and the 

Day of the Lord. None of these concepts originate in Revelation. They arise from real historical 

events, people, places, judgments, covenants, and institutions established earlier in Scripture. 

Yet by the time John writes, these historical realities have already developed into prophetic 

patterns. Revelation brings those patterns to their final manifestation in Christ and His Kingdom. 

Consider Babylon. 

Historically, Babylon was the empire that conquered Judah, destroyed Jerusalem, burned the 

temple, and carried God’s people into captivity. Babylon was real. Its judgment was real. Its 

opposition to the people of God was real. It was a real kingdom, ruled by real kings, exercising 

real power in history. 

Yet in Revelation, Babylon becomes far more than one ancient city or empire. Babylon becomes 

the prophetic symbol of the worldwide false religious system united with political power in 

opposition to God and His people. The historical Babylon established the pattern. Revelation 

reveals its ultimate manifestation. 
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The same principle appears with Egypt. Historically, Egypt enslaved Israel and held God’s 

covenant people in bondage. The Exodus was a real historical deliverance. The plagues were 

real judgments. The Passover was a real event and a real act of divine salvation. Yet throughout 

Scripture, Egypt becomes more than one ancient nation. It becomes the great picture of the 

world’s bondage, the oppression of God’s people, and the sinful system from which the Lord 

delivers His own. 

The redemption from Egypt foreshadowed the greater redemption accomplished through Jesus 

Christ. What God did for Israel in the Exodus becomes a prophetic pattern of the salvation He 

brings to His people through the blood of the Lamb. 

Sodom provides another example. The destruction of Sodom was a real historical judgment 

upon a wicked city. Yet throughout Scripture, Sodom becomes more than one city in the 

memory of Scripture. It becomes the enduring symbol of moral corruption, sexual immorality, 

spiritual arrogance, rebellion, and divine judgment. Its destruction was not merely an isolated 

event in ancient history. It became a prophetic witness. What began as the judgment of one city 

becomes a pattern pointing forward to God’s final judgment upon persistent rebellion against 

His holiness. 

Jerusalem itself follows this same dynamic pattern. The earthly Jerusalem was the covenant city 

of Israel. It was the city of David, the location of the temple, and the place where God placed 

His name in a special covenantal sense. Yet Jerusalem also experienced devastating judgment. 

In AD 70, the city and temple were destroyed exactly as Jesus foretold. That judgment was real, 

historical, and covenantal. 

It also stands as a warning. Just as God judged His covenant people when they refused to walk 

according to the covenantal obligations placed upon them, He will judge again in the last days. 

Those who claim covenant relationship with God, yet refuse to remain faithful to the truth, 

holiness, obedience, and apostolic order of that covenant, should not presume upon His mercy 

while rejecting His authority. The judgment of Jerusalem proves that covenant privilege does 

not protect a people who abandon covenant faithfulness. 

But Jerusalem also points beyond itself. The New Testament speaks of the heavenly Jerusalem, 

the city of the living God, and the Jerusalem which is above. Revelation finally presents the New 

Jerusalem, the eternal dwelling place of God’s redeemed people. The historical city was real, 

but it was never the final substance. It pointed toward a greater spiritual reality that finds its 

consummation in the eternal people and dwelling of God. 
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The temple unfolds in the same way. The tabernacle came first as the place where God dwelt 

among His people in the wilderness. The temple later stood in Jerusalem as the established 

house of worship under the old covenant. Yet the tabernacle and temple were never the final 

dwelling place of God. They pointed beyond themselves. 

The tabernacle became the temple. 

The temple pointed to Christ. 

Christ revealed Himself as the true temple. 

The Church became the living temple of God. 

Finally, Revelation declares: 

“And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.” 

— Revelation 21:22, KJV 

The pattern is complete. The shadow gives way to the substance. The dwelling of God is no 

longer represented through a building made with hands. God Himself and the Lamb are the 

temple. God Himself is the dwelling and glory of His people. The pattern that began in the 

tabernacle reaches its final glory in the eternal presence of God among His redeemed people. 

Even the Lamb demonstrates this same unfolding pattern. The Passover lamb in Egypt pointed 

forward to Christ, the Lamb of God. Under the old covenant, lambs were offered as sacrifices, 

but those sacrifices were shadows. Christ is the substance. He is the true Lamb whose blood 

redeems His people. Revelation then presents the Lamb not as the suffering sacrifice only, but 

as the victorious King. He opens the sealed book. He judges the nations. He conquers His 

enemies. He reigns forever. 

The beast likewise illustrates dynamic prophecy. The beasts of Daniel represented historical 

kingdoms that opposed God’s people. They were not literal monsters, but prophetic symbols of 

real earthly powers. Revelation gathers that imagery together and presents the beast as the 

final expression of worldly power in rebellion against God. The earlier kingdoms were genuine 

historical manifestations of the pattern. The beast in Revelation represents the culmination of 

that same prophetic reality. 

The beast represents more than one historical kingdom. Babylon represents more than one 

historical city. The Day of the Lord becomes the consummation of every previous day of divine 

judgment. The final victory of Christ gathers together themes that have been developing since 

Genesis: the serpent and the seed, the city of man and the city of God, bondage and 

deliverance, exile and restoration, judgment and salvation, temple and presence, kingdom and 

inheritance. 
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Even the marriage supper follows the same progression. The marriage covenant becomes a 

biblical picture of the relationship between the Lord and His people. In the New Testament, 

Christ is revealed as the Bridegroom and the Church as His bride. Revelation then brings that 

relationship to its glorious fulfillment: 

“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: 

for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 

and his wife hath made herself ready.” 

— Revelation 19:7, KJV 

The covenant relationship reaches its appointed end in the marriage of the Lamb. What was 

pictured in covenant, promise, and preparation is finally revealed in glory. 

Throughout Revelation, the same divine method appears again and again. Historical realities 

become prophetic symbols. Local judgments become universal judgments. Temporary kingdoms 

give way to an everlasting Kingdom. Earthly cities give way to the New Jerusalem. Old covenant 

shadows give way to eternal substance. Every shadow reaches its substance in Christ. The 

historical becomes universal. The local becomes global. The temporal becomes eternal. The 

pattern reaches its completion. 

Revelation is not a collection of disconnected predictions. It is the grand conclusion of the 

prophetic story. This is why Revelation contains so many allusions to the Old Testament. John 

expects his readers to recognize the prophetic patterns already established throughout 

Scripture. Revelation does not replace the Old Testament. It completes it. It does not erase the 

earlier fulfillments. It gathers them up into their final meaning. 

For this reason, Revelation cannot be rightly interpreted apart from the rest of Scripture. The 

book was never intended to stand alone. It is the final chapter of a story that began in Genesis. 

The same God who judged Egypt, overthrew Babylon, destroyed Sodom, disciplined Jerusalem, 

revealed His glory in the temple, and promised the triumph of the Messiah now gathers all of 

those prophetic patterns into one final vision of judgment, victory, and consummation. 

Once dynamic prophecy is understood, Revelation becomes remarkably coherent. The book is 

not abandoning the prophetic patterns of the Old Testament. It is completing them. The 

symbols are not empty mysteries. They are mature prophetic realities whose roots run 

throughout the whole Bible. Babylon, Egypt, Sodom, Jerusalem, the temple, the Lamb, the 

beast, the throne, the marriage supper, and the Day of the Lord all carry accumulated prophetic 

meaning. Revelation brings that meaning to its final expression. 
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This is essential to understanding Present Millennialism and the doctrine of the Present 

Kingdom. Revelation does not teach that Christ is absent from His throne or waiting to begin His 

reign in some future earthly age. Christ is already the Lamb in the midst of the throne. He 

already reigns. His people are already made kings and priests unto God. The Kingdom is present 

now. 

Yet Revelation also shows that this present reign will be openly manifested in final victory. The 

enemies of God will be judged. The saints will be vindicated. Death will be destroyed. The New 

Jerusalem will descend. The Kingdom that is now present through Christ’s reign will be 

consummated in fullness. 

The Book of Revelation is therefore not the beginning of biblical prophecy. It is not a departure 

from dynamic prophecy. It is the grand finale and consummation of dynamic prophecy. Every 

prophetic thread is gathered together. Every pattern reaches its appointed end. Every shadow 

finds its substance. Every historical judgment points toward the final judgment. Every promise 

of victory is gathered into the triumph of Jesus Christ. 

Revelation does not replace the prophetic witness of Scripture. It completes it. It completes the 

story, not by introducing a foreign system, but by bringing the whole witness of Scripture to its 

appointed end in the victorious reign of the Lamb. 
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Chapter 8 
Dispensationalism and the Fragmenting of the Prophetic Pattern 

If dynamic prophecy reveals the structured way God unfolds His prophetic purpose, then 

dispensationalism does nearly the opposite. It takes the unified prophetic pattern of Scripture 

and divides it into separate programs, separate peoples, separate hopes, separate comings, 

separate resurrections, and separate kingdoms. Instead of allowing the biblical pattern to 

develop progressively from promise to fulfillment, from shadow to substance, and from present 

reign to final consummation, dispensationalism often fractures the prophetic story into 

disconnected ages and competing expectations. 

This is one of the reasons dispensationalism has created so much confusion in the 

interpretation of prophecy. It does not merely offer a different end-time chart. It imposes a 

system upon Scripture that frequently obscures the very prophetic pattern Scripture itself has 

established. In doing so, it opposes the built-in prophetic hermeneutic God placed within His 

Word — the framework by which prophecy moves from promise to fulfillment, from shadow to 

substance, from historical pattern to present Kingdom reality, and finally to consummation in 

Jesus Christ. 

Throughout this study, we have seen that God works through prophetic continuity. The Passover 

points to Christ. The Exodus points to redemption. The temple points to Christ and His Church. 

Joshua the high priest points to the Branch. The historical Days of the Lord point to the final Day 

of the Lord. Joel moves from a locust plague, to Pentecost, to the Great Tribulation, and finally 

to the great and terrible Day of the Lord. Jerusalem’s destruction in AD 70 becomes a 

covenantal judgment that also foreshadows the final judgment at the coming of Christ. Daniel 

establishes the prophetic pattern of beast kingdoms, persecution, dominion, and the everlasting 

Kingdom. Revelation gathers all of these prophetic threads and brings them to their 

consummation. 

Dispensationalism disrupts this structure. 

Instead of seeing one unfolding redemptive purpose centered in Jesus Christ, dispensationalism 

tends to divide Scripture into distinct prophetic programs. Israel and the Church are treated as 

though they belong to two separate purposes of God. The Kingdom is often postponed into a 

future earthly millennium rather than recognized as the present reign of Christ. The Church age 

is treated almost like a parenthesis in God’s plan rather than the very fulfillment of the promises 

made in Christ. The Second Coming is often divided into stages. The resurrection is divided into 

multiple events. The people of God are divided into separate prophetic destinies. 

This is not the pattern Scripture gives us. 
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Scripture reveals one Christ, one redemption, one Kingdom, one people of God, one 

resurrection hope, one gathering together of the saints, and one final consummation at the 

appearing of Jesus Christ. The prophetic story does not move toward fragmentation. It moves 

toward unity in Christ. 

Dynamic prophecy points us to a structured prophetic pattern: 

Christ reigns now. 

The Kingdom continues now. 

The people of God are tested through tribulation. 

The final conflict brings the ultimate confrontation between good and evil. 

The saints endure the final time of trouble. 

The Lord appears visibly in glory. 

The dead are raised. 

The saints are gathered. 

The wicked are judged. 

The people of God are fully redeemed. 

The Kingdom is consummated in everlasting glory. 

This pattern is not complicated. It is profound, but it is not confused. It moves with continuity 

from the Old Testament to the New Testament, from the prophets to Christ, from Christ to the 

apostles, and from the apostles to Revelation. 

Dispensationalism convolutes this pattern by repeatedly separating what Scripture keeps 

together. 

Because of this, many questions created by dispensationalism no longer need to control the 

discussion. We no longer need to ask whether there must be another earthly temple, whether 

animal sacrifices will be restored, whether another covenantal order will operate during a 

future millennium, what the saints will be doing during that supposed earthly age, whether 

unbelieving Jews will receive a separate prophetic destiny from the Church, whether the 

sacrifices will be memorial or redemptive, whether Christ will reign from an earthly throne in 

national Jerusalem, or whether the old covenant shadows must return after Christ has already 

fulfilled them. 
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These questions arise because dispensationalism fragments the prophetic pattern and then tries 

to explain the pieces it has created. But Scripture does not require those questions, because 

Scripture has already given the answer in Christ and His Kingdom. The temple has reached its 

fulfillment in Christ and His Church. The sacrifice has reached its fulfillment in the blood of Jesus 

Christ. The priesthood has reached its fulfillment in Christ and His redeemed people. The 

Kingdom has already come because the King already reigns. The saints already live under that 

Kingdom now, and they await not another shadow-age, but the visible appearing of Jesus Christ 

and the consummation of the Kingdom already given to Him. 

Therefore, the issue is not how to arrange a future earthly system of restored shadows. The 

issue is whether we will allow Scripture’s own prophetic pattern to stand. Dynamic prophecy 

shows us that the shadows move forward into substance, not backward into repetition. The 

question is no longer, “How will the old covenant forms be restored in a future millennium?” 

The answer is that they are not the goal of prophecy at all. The goal is Christ, His reign, His 

gathered people, and the final consummation of His everlasting Kingdom. 

The Kingdom is one of the clearest examples of this fragmentation. Jesus did not come 

announcing a postponed kingdom. He came preaching the Kingdom of God. He declared that 

the Kingdom was at hand. He cast out devils by the Spirit of God and said that the Kingdom of 

God had come unto them. After His resurrection and ascension, He poured out the Holy Ghost, 

established His Church, and began reigning from the throne of God. The apostles preached 

Christ as exalted, enthroned, and reigning. The saints are already made kings and priests unto 

God. 

The Kingdom, therefore, is not absent. It is not waiting for a future earthly age in order to begin. 

It is present because the King reigns. 

Yet dispensationalism often postpones the Kingdom into the future and treats the present reign 

of Christ as something less than the promised Messianic Kingdom. This weakens the testimony 

of the New Testament. It obscures the meaning of Pentecost. It diminishes the present authority 

of Christ over His Church. It makes the Kingdom appear delayed, when Scripture presents it as 

already inaugurated and still awaiting final consummation. 

The problem is not that dispensationalism believes in a future fulfillment. The problem is that it 

often denies or minimizes the present fulfillment in order to preserve its future system. But 

dynamic prophecy does not force that choice. The Kingdom is present now, and its 

consummation is future. Christ reigns now, and He will appear openly in glory. The saints reign 

with Him now, and they will inherit the Kingdom in its final manifestation. 
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The same confusion appears in dispensationalism’s treatment of Israel and the Church. 

Scripture certainly recognizes Israel’s historical role in God’s covenant dealings. The promises, 

covenants, law, temple, priesthood, and prophets all came through Israel. Yet all of these things 

find their fulfillment in Christ. The promises do not bypass Christ in order to return to the 

shadows. They are fulfilled in Him. 

The Church is not an accident in God’s plan. The Church is not a parenthesis. The Church is the 

blood-bought people of God, the body of Christ, the temple of the Holy Ghost, the holy nation, 

and the royal priesthood. In Christ, believing Jews and Gentiles are brought into one body. The 

middle wall of partition is broken down. The people of God are not divided into two prophetic 

peoples with two separate destinies. They are gathered together in Jesus Christ. 

Paul declares this unity plainly: 

“But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 

For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of 

partition between us... 

And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross...” 

— Ephesians 2:13–16, KJV 

He continues: 

“Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, 

and of the household of God; 

And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 

the chief corner stone...” 

— Ephesians 2:19–20, KJV 

Peter says the same thing concerning the Church: 

“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people...” 

— 1 Peter 2:9, KJV 

Paul also confirms: 

“For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles...” 

— 1 Corinthians 12:13, KJV 

And again: 

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 

female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 

And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” 

— Galatians 3:28–29, KJV 
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Together, these passages establish the biblical pattern clearly. The Church is not a parenthesis. 

The Church is not an accident. The Church is the blood-bought people of God, the temple of the 

Holy Ghost, the holy nation, the royal priesthood, and the one body of Christ in which believing 

Jews and Gentiles are gathered together through the cross. 

Dispensationalism often reverses this movement. Instead of seeing the shadows fulfilled in 

Christ and His Church, it looks for a return to earthly shadows: a rebuilt temple, renewed 

temple focus, Jewish-centered prophetic separation, and an earthly millennial structure that 

pulls the reader backward into old covenant categories. But dynamic prophecy teaches us that 

the shadow gives way to the substance. The temple points to Christ and His Church. The 

priesthood points to Christ and His people. The Kingdom promises point to the present reign 

and final glory of Christ. 

The prophetic pattern does not move backward. 

It moves forward. 

One of the most serious problems with dispensationalism is that it often expects prophecy to 

return to the very shadows Christ fulfilled. The old covenant temple pointed forward to Christ 

and His Church. The sacrifices pointed forward to the once-for-all offering of Jesus Christ. The 

priesthood pointed forward to Christ as the great High Priest and to His people as a royal 

priesthood. The land and kingdom promises pointed forward to the reign of Messiah and the 

inheritance of the saints. The shadows were never intended to become the final substance. 

They were designed to lead us to Christ. 

When a system insists that the prophetic hope requires a return to those shadows, it moves 

against the direction of biblical revelation. Scripture does not move from Christ back to animal 

sacrifices, from the living temple back to a building, from the blood of Jesus back to memorial 

offerings, from the royal priesthood of believers back to old covenant priestly structures, or 

from the heavenly reign of Christ back to a merely earthly throne. 

Dynamic prophecy reveals the opposite movement. 

The tabernacle became the temple. 

The temple pointed to Christ. 

Christ revealed Himself as the true temple. 

The Church became the living temple of God. 

Revelation finally shows no temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are 

the temple of it. 

That is progression, not regression. 
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The same issue appears in the doctrine of tribulation. Scripture teaches that the people of God 

are tested through suffering. Israel was tested in Egypt. Judah was tested in Babylon. The early 

Church was tested through persecution. Jerusalem endured covenantal judgment in AD 70. 

Throughout history, the saints have suffered under the opposition of the world, false religion, 

corrupt power, and spiritual wickedness. 

Yet Scripture also points to a final time of trouble, a final conflict, and a final testing of God’s 

people before the coming of the Lord. Daniel speaks of a time of trouble. Jesus speaks of great 

tribulation. Revelation portrays the final opposition of the beast, Babylon, and the enemies of 

God against the saints. 

This is not a separate Jewish program detached from the Church. It is the final intensification of 

the same conflict that has been unfolding throughout Scripture: the seed of the woman against 

the serpent, the Kingdom of God against the kingdoms of men, the saints of the Most High 

against the beastly powers of the earth, Christ against antichrist, truth against deception, 

holiness against corruption, good against evil. 

Dispensationalism often removes the Church from this final testing by inserting a secret 

catching away before the Great Tribulation. In doing so, it separates the saints from the very 

prophetic conflict Scripture repeatedly places them in. Revelation does not present the saints as 

absent from the final conflict. It presents them as enduring, overcoming, keeping the 

commandments of God, holding the testimony of Jesus Christ, and being vindicated by the 

coming of the Lord. 

Daniel describes this refining purpose plainly: 

“And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them 

white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.” 

— Daniel 11:35, KJV 

The suffering of the saints is not random. God allows the final trial to test, purge, and make His 

people white until the appointed time of the end. The persecution reveals the hatred of the 

beastly kingdoms, but it also reveals the faithfulness, endurance, and purification of the saints 

who belong to the Kingdom of Christ. 

This brings us to the coming of the Lord. Dispensationalism often divides the coming of Christ 

into multiple phases: one coming for the Church, another coming with the Church; one secret, 

another visible; one before tribulation, another after tribulation. But the New Testament 

consistently places the hope of the Church at the visible appearing of Jesus Christ. The 

resurrection, the gathering together of the saints, the destruction of the wicked, and the 

consummation of the Kingdom converge at His coming. 
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Dynamic prophecy preserves this unity. There have been historical comings of God in judgment. 

There was a genuine covenantal coming in judgment against Jerusalem in AD 70. But these 

historical judgments do not exhaust the promise of Christ’s visible appearing. They point 

forward to it. They establish the pattern. The final coming completes it. 

The final coming of Christ is not the beginning of a different kingdom unrelated to the present 

reign of Christ. It is the open manifestation and consummation of the Kingdom that already 

belongs to Him. The King who reigns now is the King who will appear then. The saints who reign 

with Him now are the saints who will be gathered and glorified then. The Kingdom that is 

present now is the Kingdom that will be revealed in fullness then. 

The coming of the Lord is not a fragmented sequence of disconnected events. It is the climactic 

appearing of the reigning Christ, when He raises the dead, gathers His saints, judges His 

enemies, destroys death, and consummates His Kingdom. 

Dispensationalism separates what Scripture joins together. It postpones what Scripture says is 

present. It divides what Scripture unites. It returns to shadows where Scripture points to 

substance. It removes the Church from tribulation where Scripture calls the saints to endure. It 

divides the coming of Christ where Scripture presents one glorious appearing. It fragments the 

resurrection where Scripture points to the last day. 

The prophetic Scriptures are not confused. The confusion comes when the biblical pattern is 

broken apart. 

This chapter has not attempted to fully explain Present Millennialism itself. That will be the 

purpose of the next chapter. The purpose here has been to show why dispensationalism 

fractures the prophetic structure of Scripture and why dynamic prophecy provides the 

necessary correction. 

Dispensationalism divides the pattern. 

Dynamic prophecy allows the pattern to stand. 

The Kingdom dwells continuously because the King reigns continuously. 

And when He appears, the fragmented systems of men will give way to the completed purpose 

of God. 
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Chapter 9 
Dynamic Prophecy: The Hermeneutical Foundation of Present Millennialism 

By this point, one question naturally arises: Why does all of this matter? 

The answer is simple. Dynamic prophecy is not merely an interesting observation about biblical 

interpretation. It is one of the foundational hermeneutical principles that allows the prophetic 

Scriptures to harmonize without forcing them entirely into the past or postponing them entirely 

into the future. More importantly, it provides one of the strongest biblical foundations for 

understanding Apostolic eschatology, Present Millennialism, and the Present Kingdom of God. 

Throughout this study, we have seen that God progressively unfolds His prophetic purposes 

through historical events, types, shadows, covenantal judgments, prophetic patterns, 

preliminary fulfillments, greater fulfillments, present Kingdom reality, and ultimately their 

complete consummation in Jesus Christ. 

The first fulfillment establishes the pattern. 

The greater fulfillment expands the pattern. 

The present Kingdom reveals the reign of Christ now. 

The final fulfillment completes the pattern. 

This is how God teaches His people throughout the Scriptures. He does not reveal prophecy as a 

collection of disconnected predictions, unrelated symbols, or isolated end-time events. He 

reveals prophecy through order, continuity, and fulfillment. He speaks into real historical 

circumstances, fulfills His Word in those circumstances, and then uses those fulfillments to point 

forward to something greater still to come. 

Joshua the high priest pointed beyond himself to Christ. The Day of the Lord was manifested in 

historical judgments while still pointing forward to the final Day of the Lord. Joel moved from a 

literal locust plague, to Pentecost, to the last days, and finally to the great and terrible Day of 

the Lord. Jerusalem’s destruction in AD 70 was a real covenantal judgment, yet it also 

foreshadowed the final judgment at the coming of Christ. Daniel established prophetic patterns 

of kingdoms, beasts, persecution, dominion, and the everlasting Kingdom of God. Revelation 

gathered together the great prophetic patterns established throughout Scripture and brought 

them to their final consummation in Jesus Christ. 

Once this principle is recognized, many of the great themes of biblical eschatology begin to fall 

naturally into place. 

We are no longer forced to choose between historical fulfillment and future fulfillment. 
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We are no longer required to deny the present Kingdom in order to preserve the future 

consummation. 

We are no longer required to deny the future appearing of Christ in order to acknowledge that 

Christ reigns now. 

We are no longer required to treat the Kingdom of God as absent simply because every enemy 

has not yet been openly destroyed. 

Dynamic prophecy allows Scripture to stand in its own order. It allows the Bible to interpret 

itself. It allows the prophets to agree with one another. It allows Jesus to agree with the 

prophets. It allows the Apostles to agree with Jesus. It allows Revelation to complete the 

prophetic witness rather than replace it. 

This is why dynamic prophecy is not merely another method of interpreting prophecy. It is one 

of the foundational hermeneutical keys by which biblical prophecy was intended to be 

understood. 

The Kingdom Is Present Because the King Has Come 

The Kingdom of God did not suddenly appear at one isolated moment in history without prior 

witness or preparation. It was foreshadowed through Israel, through David’s throne, through 

Solomon’s reign, through the prophets, through the covenant promises of God, and through the 

repeated declarations that the LORD Himself would reign over His people. 

When Jesus came, He did not announce a kingdom that had no present reality. He did not 

preach a kingdom that had been postponed. He did not tell His disciples that the Kingdom 

would remain absent until a distant earthly age. He came preaching the Kingdom of God. 

He declared: 

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” 

— Mark 1:15, KJV 

This was not the language of delay. It was the language of fulfillment. The time was fulfilled. The 

Kingdom was at hand. The King had come. 

Jesus also declared: 

“But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you.” 

— Matthew 12:28, KJV 

The Kingdom was not merely an idea waiting for a future political age. It was being manifested 

in the ministry of Jesus Christ. Devils were cast out. The sick were healed. The Gospel was 

preached. The powers of darkness were being confronted by the authority of the King. 
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Jesus further declared: 

“The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: 

Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! 

for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.” 

— Luke 17:20–21, KJV 

The Kingdom was not coming according to the carnal expectations of men. It was not first 

appearing as an outward political empire observed by earthly sight. The King had come among 

them. The rule of God was present in Christ. 

Following His death, resurrection, ascension, and the outpouring of the Holy Ghost, Christ took 

His rightful place upon His throne. The apostles did not preach a defeated Messiah waiting for a 

later opportunity to reign. They preached Jesus Christ as exalted, enthroned, glorified, and 

ruling. 

Peter declared on the Day of Pentecost: 

“Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, 

and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, 

he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.” 

— Acts 2:33, KJV 

And again: 

“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, 

that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, 

both Lord and Christ.” 

— Acts 2:36, KJV 

The outpouring of the Holy Ghost was not evidence that the Kingdom had failed to arrive. It was 

evidence that Christ had been exalted. The King had ascended. The King had received the 

promise. The King had poured out His Spirit upon His people. 

This is one of the strongest evidences of the Present Kingdom. 

The Spirit was poured out because Christ reigns. 

The Church was born because Christ reigns. 

The Gospel goes forth because Christ reigns. 

The saints are made kings and priests because Christ reigns. 
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The Kingdom, therefore, is not absent. It is not waiting for a future earthly age in order to begin. 

It is present now because the King reigns now. 

The Kingdom Is Present, but Not Yet Consummated 

This distinction is essential. Present Millennialism does not deny the future hope of the Church. 

It does not spiritualize away the visible return of Jesus Christ, the resurrection of the dead, the 

gathering together of the saints, the final judgment, the destruction of death, or the 

consummation of all things. 

Rather, Present Millennialism recognizes that the Kingdom has already been inaugurated 

through the reign of Christ, while still awaiting its final and glorious manifestation at His 

appearing. 

The Kingdom itself is not future. 

Its consummation is future. 

Christ reigns now, but His reign will be openly manifested in final victory. 

The saints reign with Him now, but they still await the redemption of the body. 

The Church is the temple of God now, but Revelation still points forward to the New Jerusalem 

and the eternal dwelling of God with His people. 

Paul speaks of this present Kingdom reality when he writes: 

“Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, 

and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.” 

— Colossians 1:13, KJV 

This is not merely future. Believers have already been delivered from the power of darkness and 

translated into the Kingdom of God’s dear Son. That does not mean every enemy has already 

been visibly destroyed. It does not mean the resurrection has already occurred. It does not 

mean the final judgment has already taken place. But it does mean that the Kingdom is real now 

because the King reigns now. 

The present reign of Christ does not cancel the future appearing of Christ. 

The future appearing of Christ does not deny the present reign of Christ. 

Dynamic prophecy allows both truths to stand together without contradiction. 

The present Kingdom and the consummated Kingdom are not two different kingdoms. They are 

two stages of the same Kingdom. There is the present Kingdom and the consummated Kingdom. 

The reign is continuous because the King reigns continuously. 



Page | 48  
 

The Present Millennium and the Reign of Christ 

This is why the millennium must be understood according to the present reign of Jesus Christ 

and His saints during this Gospel age. The thousand years of Revelation 20 should not be 

separated from the rest of the New Testament witness concerning Christ’s present authority, His 

present throne, His present Kingdom, and the present reign of His people. 

The present millennium is not a literal earthly interval waiting to begin after the Second Coming. 

It is the symbolic period of Christ’s present Kingdom rule, during which the Gospel goes forth, 

the saints reign with Christ, and the Church bears witness in the earth. 

This does not weaken the Kingdom. It strengthens it. 

The Kingdom is not waiting for Christ to return before it becomes real. The Kingdom is real 

because Christ already came, conquered death, rose from the dead, ascended into heaven, 

poured out the Holy Ghost, and now reigns as Lord and Christ. 

The saints do not wait for a future earthly age in order to belong to the Kingdom. They belong 

to the Kingdom now. They do not wait for a future millennium in order to be made kings and 

priests. They are kings and priests now. 

John writes: 

“Unto him that loved us, 

and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 

And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; 

to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 

— Revelation 1:5–6, KJV 

Again, Revelation declares: 

“Thou art worthy to take the book, 

and to open the seals thereof: 

for thou wast slain, 

and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood 

out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 

And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: 

and we shall reign on the earth.” 

— Revelation 5:9–10, KJV 

This is present Kingdom language. Christ has redeemed His people. Christ has made them kings 

and priests. They belong to His reign now. They serve under His authority now. They bear His 

witness now. They overcome by faith now. 
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This is Present Millennialism. 

Christ reigns now. 

The saints reign with Him now. 

The Kingdom is present now. 

The Gospel age is the present millennial reign of Christ. 

And when Christ appears, the Kingdom already present will be manifested in final and 

everlasting fullness. 

The New Covenant Reality of the Present Kingdom 

Dynamic prophecy also explains the present New Covenant reality of the Kingdom. If prophecy 

moves from shadow to substance, then the substance does not wait until the end of the world 

to begin. It begins in Jesus Christ. 

The Old Testament shadows were real, but they were not final. They had meaning in their own 

historical setting. Yet their purpose was never to become the final goal of prophecy. They 

pointed beyond themselves to Christ. 

Christ is the substance to which the shadows pointed. 

He is the true sacrifice. 

He is the true High Priest. 

He is the true temple. 

He is the true King. 

He is the true Son of David. 

He is the true heir of the promises. 

He is the One in whom the purposes of God are gathered together. 

Therefore, the New Covenant is not a lesser fulfillment. It is a greater fulfillment. The presence 

of God is no longer confined to a building made with hands. The people of God are no longer 

waiting for the substance to begin. The Kingdom is no longer hidden beneath the shadows that 

prepared the way. The King has come, the Spirit has been poured out, and the people of God 

now live under the present reign of Jesus Christ. 

The present Kingdom is not the final state, but it is real. 

The present reign is not the consummation, but it is real. 

The present millennium is not the eternal order, but it is real. 
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The Church is not yet glorified, but it is already under the reign of Christ. 

The saints are not yet fully redeemed in body, but they are already the redeemed people of the 

King. 

The world still resists His authority, but Christ reigns in the midst of His enemies. 

The Kingdom is present now, and it is moving toward its appointed fullness. 

Tribulation and the Coming of the Lord 

The present reign of Christ does not mean the Church will avoid suffering. Scripture never 

teaches that the saints are removed from all tribulation because Christ reigns. Rather, the reign 

of Christ continues in the midst of opposition. 

The King reigns while His enemies still rage. The Kingdom is present while the world still resists. 

The saints reign with Christ while they still endure persecution, testing, and suffering. 

The Great Tribulation is the final intensification of this conflict before the visible return of Jesus 

Christ. It is not evidence that Christ has failed to reign. It is evidence that the kingdoms of this 

world still resist the King who already reigns. 

Daniel describes this refining purpose plainly: 

“And some of them of understanding shall fall, 

to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, 

even to the time of the end: 

because it is yet for a time appointed.” 

— Daniel 11:35, KJV 

This shows that the suffering of the saints is not random. God allows the final trial to test, 

purge, and make His people white until the appointed time of the end. The persecution reveals 

the hatred of the beastly kingdoms, but it also reveals the faithfulness, endurance, and 

purification of the saints who belong to the Kingdom of Christ. 

The coming of the Lord is the climax of the prophetic pattern. The final coming of Christ is not 

the beginning of a different Kingdom unrelated to the present reign of Christ. It is the open 

manifestation and consummation of the Kingdom that already belongs to Him. 

The King who reigns now is the King who will appear then. 

The saints who reign with Him now are the saints who will be gathered and glorified then. 

The Kingdom that is present now is the Kingdom that will be revealed in fullness then. 
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At the appearing of Jesus Christ, the dead will be raised, the saints will be gathered, the wicked 

will be judged, death will be destroyed, the people of God will be fully redeemed, and the 

Kingdom will be openly manifested in everlasting fullness. 

The Pattern Will Be Complete 

Present Millennialism stands upon the foundation of dynamic prophecy. It recognizes that the 

Kingdom has already come in Christ, that Christ reigns now, that His people reign with Him now, 

and that the present reign of Christ is moving toward final consummation. 

It does not force every prophecy into the past. 

It does not postpone the Kingdom entirely into the future. 

It does not deny the visible appearing of Jesus Christ. 

It does not deny the resurrection. 

It does not deny the final judgment. 

It does not deny the destruction of death. 

It does not deny the future hope of the Church. 

Rather, it allows all of these truths to stand together. 

The historical fulfillments are real. 

The present reign of Christ is real. 

The Kingdom is present now. 

The tribulation of the saints is real. 

The final appearing of Christ is future. 

The resurrection is future. 

The judgment of the world is future. 

The consummation of the Kingdom is future. 

Dynamic prophecy is therefore not merely a method of interpreting prophecy. It is one of the 

foundational hermeneutical principles upon which Present Millennialism rests. It shows us the 

Kingdom already present and still moving toward consummation. It shows us Christ already 

reigning and still coming in glory. It shows us the saints already made kings and priests and still 

awaiting the full redemption of the body. 
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Christ reigns now. 

His saints reign with Him now. 

The Kingdom is present now. 

And yet we still look for that blessed hope, when the King who reigns now will appear openly in 

glory, raise the dead, gather His people, judge the world, destroy death, and manifest His 

Kingdom in its final and everlasting fullness. 

The Kingdom dwells continuously because the King reigns continuously. 

And when He appears, the pattern will be complete. 
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Chapter 10 
The Seven Churches: Prophetic Patterns Applied to Churches, Groups, and Individuals 

Dynamic prophecy does not operate only at the level of nations, empires, historical judgments, 

and final consummation. The letters to the seven churches show that the same prophetic 

patterns God established throughout Scripture may also be applied to churches, groups, 

movements, and individuals. Jesus speaks to the seven churches using Old Testament prophetic 

language, covenant warning, temple imagery, wilderness imagery, priestly imagery, remnant 

language, and Kingdom promise. This demonstrates that prophetic patterns may reappear not 

only in world history, but also in the spiritual condition of God’s people. 

This does not mean that churches or individuals are creating new prophecy equal to Scripture. It 

means that the prophetic patterns already revealed in Scripture may be applied by Christ to real 

spiritual conditions among His people. 

Throughout this study, we have seen dynamic prophecy operating in large historical and 

redemptive movements. The Exodus becomes a pattern of redemption. The Day of the Lord 

appears in historical judgments while pointing forward to the final judgment. Joel moves from a 

locust plague, to Pentecost, to the final Day of the Lord. Daniel’s beasts establish kingdom 

patterns that Revelation carries forward. Babylon, Egypt, Sodom, Jerusalem, and the temple all 

develop beyond their original historical setting until they reach their fullest expression in 

Revelation. 

But Revelation itself also shows that prophetic patterns can become intensely personal and 

pastoral. 

Before John is shown the full vision of beasts, Babylon, judgment, and the New Jerusalem, Jesus 

first speaks to seven churches. These were real churches. They had real spiritual conditions. 

They faced real temptations, sins, pressures, dangers, and promises. Yet Jesus addresses them 

with language deeply rooted in the Old Testament Scriptures. He does not speak to the 

churches as though they are detached from the prophetic witness that came before them. He 

applies the accumulated prophetic language of Scripture directly to their condition. 

This shows that dynamic prophecy is not merely national or imperial. It is also covenantal, 

ecclesiastical, and personal. A prophetic pattern may be fulfilled in a nation, but it may also 

appear in a church. It may be seen in an empire, but it may also appear in a movement. It may 

be revealed in history, but it may also describe the spiritual state of an individual. 

The same God who judges nations also searches the reins and hearts. The same Lord who 

warned Jerusalem also warns the churches. The same Christ who rules the nations also walks 

among the candlesticks. 
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Christ Among the Candlesticks 

Revelation begins its message to the churches with the image of Christ walking in the midst of 

the seven golden candlesticks: 

“The seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.” 

— Revelation 1:20, KJV 

This image is not accidental. Candlestick imagery reaches back into the tabernacle and temple 

pattern. Under the old covenant, the candlestick stood in the holy place as part of the 

appointed worship of God. In Revelation, the candlesticks are no longer merely objects in an 

earthly sanctuary. They represent the churches. 

The old covenant sanctuary imagery has moved forward into the New Covenant people of God. 

The Church becomes the place where the light of God is to shine. Christ walks in the midst of 

His candlesticks, examining their condition, correcting their failures, preserving the faithful, and 

warning those who refuse to repent. 

This helps explain the seriousness of Christ’s warning to Ephesus: 

“Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; 

or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except 

thou repent.” 

— Revelation 2:5, KJV 

This is covenant-warning language. Ephesus was a real church, but its condition placed it within 

a prophetic pattern already seen throughout Scripture. God’s people may possess covenant 

privilege and still be warned of removal if they depart from faithfulness. Israel was warned. 

Jerusalem was warned. Now the churches are warned. 

The prophetic pattern has not disappeared. It has moved forward into the New Covenant 

churches. 

Christ does not treat the churches as religious organizations beyond correction. He walks among 

them. He searches them. He commends what is faithful. He rebukes what is corrupt. He calls 

them to repentance. He promises reward to the overcomer. This is the same prophetic method 

by which God had long dealt with His covenant people. 

Balaam and Jezebel as Recurring Prophetic Patterns 

One of the clearest examples of Old Testament history becoming a church-level prophetic 

pattern is found in the message to Pergamos. Jesus says: 
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“But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of 

Balaam, 

who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, 

to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.” 

— Revelation 2:14, KJV 

Balaam was not physically present in Pergamos. Balac was not ruling that church. Ancient Moab 

was not literally reenacting itself in Asia Minor. Yet Jesus says that the “doctrine of Balaam” was 

present among them. 

The historical Balaam became a prophetic pattern. In the Old Testament, Balaam was connected 

with corruption, compromise, idolatry, and fornication among the people of God. In Revelation, 

that same pattern reappears as a doctrine tolerated within a local church. Pergamos was not 

ancient Israel in the wilderness, but the same spiritual pattern had emerged among them. 

This shows that prophetic fulfillment is not always limited to the repetition of the original 

historical setting. The pattern may reappear in a New Covenant context. A church can face a 

Balaam condition. A movement can carry a Balaam spirit. Individuals can be drawn into 

Balaam’s error when they compromise truth for gain, influence, acceptance, or spiritual 

seduction. 

The same principle appears in the message to Thyatira. Jesus says: 

“Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, 

because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, 

which calleth herself a prophetess, 

to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, 

and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.” 

— Revelation 2:20, KJV 

Again, this does not require the literal Old Testament queen Jezebel to be alive in Thyatira. 

Rather, Jesus identifies a recurring prophetic pattern. Jezebel in the Old Testament represented 

spiritual seduction, false worship, idolatry, manipulation, corruption, and persecution of the 

faithful. In Thyatira, that same pattern had reappeared inside the church. 

Jezebel was once a historical person. But by Revelation, “Jezebel” also functions as a prophetic 

type of corrupting influence among God’s people. The pattern can appear again wherever false 

authority, spiritual seduction, compromise, and idolatrous teaching are tolerated. 

This means a church may become Thyatira-like. A leader may operate in a Jezebel pattern. A 

movement may tolerate the same spiritual corruption Jesus rebuked. An individual may fall 

under the influence of that same prophetic condition. 
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This does not create new Scripture. It applies Scripture’s own prophetic categories to spiritual 

reality. Jesus Himself teaches us to read this way. He takes Old Testament history and applies it 

directly to the moral and spiritual condition of a New Testament church. 

This is why dynamic prophecy is not merely historical. It is also diagnostic. It reveals spiritual 

patterns that can appear again and again wherever God’s people face the same kinds of 

temptations, corruptions, and covenant dangers. 

Old Testament Promises Applied to the Overcomer 

The promises to the overcomer also demonstrate dynamic prophecy at the personal and church 

level. 

To Pergamos, Jesus says: 

“To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna...” 

— Revelation 2:17, KJV 

Manna reaches back to the wilderness, where God fed Israel with bread from heaven. It was 

real provision in real history. Yet in Revelation, that wilderness provision becomes a promise to 

the overcomer. The manna was historical. The manna was typological. The manna becomes 

personal. 

The same God who sustained Israel in the wilderness promises hidden nourishment to those 

who overcome in Christ. The saint may not be in the literal wilderness, but he may pass through 

spiritual wilderness conditions where only God can feed and preserve him. 

The same pattern appears in the promise to Ephesus: 

“To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, 

which is in the midst of the paradise of God.” 

— Revelation 2:7, KJV 

This language reaches back to Eden: 

“...the tree of life also in the midst of the garden...” 

— Genesis 2:9, KJV 

The tree of life began in Genesis. Man’s access to it was lost through sin. Yet in Revelation, Jesus 

promises access to the tree of life to the one who overcomes. This promise is finally seen again 

in the New Jerusalem, where the tree of life appears in the eternal dwelling of God’s people. 

This is dynamic prophecy moving from Eden, to redemption, to the Church, to final 

consummation. What began in Genesis reaches its fulfillment in Christ and is promised 

personally to those who remain faithful. 
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To Thyatira, Jesus says: 

“And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; 

as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: 

even as I received of my Father.” 

— Revelation 2:27, KJV 

This language comes from Psalm 2: 

“Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; 

thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 

— Psalm 2:9, KJV 

Psalm 2 is a Messianic Kingdom prophecy. It speaks of the LORD’s Anointed ruling over the 

nations and breaking opposition. In Revelation, Jesus applies that same Kingdom language to 

the overcomer who keeps His works unto the end. 

This does not take authority away from Christ. Rather, it shows that the saints participate in the 

reign of Christ. The Kingdom belongs to Him, but His people reign with Him. The promise given 

to the Messiah becomes a shared promise to those who overcome in Him. 

This strongly supports the Present Kingdom. Christ reigns now, and His saints reign with Him 

now. Yet the fullness of that reign will be openly manifested when He appears in glory. 

White Garments, the Book of Life, and the Faithful Remnant 

To Sardis, Jesus says: 

“Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; 

and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.” 

— Revelation 3:4, KJV 

This language carries priestly and prophetic significance. Garments in Scripture often represent 

spiritual condition, purity, defilement, righteousness, or shame. One of the clearest Old 

Testament pictures appears in Zechariah’s vision of Joshua the high priest: 

“Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel.” 

— Zechariah 3:3, KJV 

Then the LORD commands: 

“Take away the filthy garments from him... 

I will clothe thee with change of raiment.” 

— Zechariah 3:4, KJV 
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Sardis was a church with a name that it lived, but Jesus said it was dead. Yet even there, a 

faithful remnant had not defiled their garments. This is prophetic remnant language applied to a 

church. 

There may be corruption within the covenant body. There may be spiritual deadness in the 

assembly. There may be only “a few names” who remain undefiled. But Christ knows them. 

Christ preserves them. Christ promises that they shall walk with Him in white. 

Jesus also says to Sardis: 

“He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; 

and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, 

but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.” 

— Revelation 3:5, KJV 

This language reaches into Old Testament covenant-record imagery. Moses said: 

“...yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin—; 

and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written.” 

— Exodus 32:32, KJV 

Daniel also speaks of deliverance in connection with those written in the book: 

“...and at that time thy people shall be delivered, 

every one that shall be found written in the book.” 

— Daniel 12:1, KJV 

Jesus applies this book-language to the overcomer. The faithful are not lost in the crowd. They 

are known. Their names are recorded. Their faithfulness matters. Their perseverance is seen by 

Christ. The prophetic language of priestly cleansing, faithful remnant identity, and covenant 

record becomes a promise to individual overcomers inside a local church. 

The Key of David, Zion, and the New Name 

To Philadelphia, Jesus says: 

“These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, 

he that hath the key of David, 

he that openeth, and no man shutteth; 

and shutteth, and no man openeth.” 

— Revelation 3:7, KJV 
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This comes directly from Isaiah: 

“And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; 

so he shall open, and none shall shut; 

and he shall shut, and none shall open.” 

— Isaiah 22:22, KJV 

Jesus takes Davidic authority language and applies it to Himself. He is the One who opens and 

shuts. He governs access. He holds Kingdom authority. No man can overrule what He opens, 

and no man can force open what He shuts. 

Then He applies that authority to the condition of a local church: 

“I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it...” 

— Revelation 3:8, KJV 

The Davidic promise is fulfilled in Christ, and Christ uses that fulfilled authority to deal with His 

church. Philadelphia does not create the open door. Christ opens it. Their strength is little, but 

His authority is absolute. 

Jesus also says to Philadelphia: 

“Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, 

which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; 

behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, 

and to know that I have loved thee.” 

— Revelation 3:9, KJV 

This language echoes prophetic promises concerning Zion, where the enemies of God’s people 

would be brought low and forced to acknowledge those whom God had loved. 

Isaiah says: 

“The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; 

and all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet...” 

— Isaiah 60:14, KJV 

What is remarkable is that Jesus applies this kind of prophetic language to a faithful local 

church. The promise connected with Zion is now applied to Philadelphia. This does not mean 

Philadelphia replaces Scripture’s meaning by human invention. It means Christ Himself carries 

the prophetic promise forward into the New Covenant people of God. 
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To Philadelphia, Jesus also gives one of the richest promises in all the letters: 

“Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, 

and he shall go no more out: 

and I will write upon him the name of my God, 

and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, 

which cometh down out of heaven from my God: 

and I will write upon him my new name.” 

— Revelation 3:12, KJV 

This promise is filled with Old Testament imagery: pillar, temple, name, city, Jerusalem, and 

divine belonging. Yet all of it is applied to the overcomer. 

The temple is no longer merely a building made with hands. The overcomer becomes a pillar in 

the temple of God. The city is no longer merely earthly Jerusalem. The promise points to the 

New Jerusalem. The name is no longer merely an external designation. Christ writes His name 

upon the faithful. 

Isaiah had spoken of a new name: 

“...and thou shalt be called by a new name, 

which the mouth of the LORD shall name.” 

— Isaiah 62:2, KJV 

Now Jesus applies new-name language to the overcomer. This is deeply personal. The faithful 

saint is marked by God, identified with the New Jerusalem, and joined to the name of Christ. 

Laodicea and the Prophetic Warning to the Individual 

The final church, Laodicea, shows the personal force of Christ’s prophetic warnings. Jesus says: 

“I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: 

I would thou wert cold or hot. 

So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, 

I will spue thee out of my mouth.” 

— Revelation 3:15–16, KJV 

Laodicea is not merely a local church with historical problems. It becomes a prophetic picture of 

spiritual blindness, self-satisfaction, and false confidence. Jesus exposes the difference between 

how Laodicea saw itself and how He saw it: 

“Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; 

and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.” 

— Revelation 3:17, KJV 
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This is prophetic diagnosis. The church’s outward estimate of itself was completely opposite of 

Christ’s judgment. That pattern can reappear in churches, movements, and individuals. A people 

may think they are rich while Christ declares them poor. A church may think it sees while Christ 

declares it blind. A person may think he needs nothing while Christ stands outside calling him to 

repentance. 

Yet even Laodicea receives a merciful invitation: 

“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.” 

— Revelation 3:19, KJV 

And again: 

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: 

if any man hear my voice, and open the door, 

I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” 

— Revelation 3:20, KJV 

Here the prophetic warning becomes personal. Christ speaks to the church, but He also says, “if 

any man.” The corporate warning reaches the individual heart. The church may be lukewarm, 

but the individual can hear, repent, open, and overcome. 

Dynamic Prophecy Reaches the Heart 

The seven churches prove that dynamic prophecy operates at multiple levels. It may appear in a 

nation, a city, an empire, a covenant body, a local church, a movement, a doctrine, a leader, a 

remnant, or an individual. 

Balaam can reappear as a doctrine. Jezebel can reappear as a corrupting influence. Sardis can 

reappear as spiritual deadness beneath a living reputation. Philadelphia can reappear as faithful 

endurance with little strength. Laodicea can reappear as blindness hidden beneath prosperity 

and self-confidence. 

The same prophetic patterns God revealed in Scripture continue to instruct, warn, and search 

His people. This does not mean new revelation is being added to the Bible. It means the 

prophetic patterns already revealed in Scripture are applied by Christ to the real conditions of 

His churches. 

Dynamic prophecy is therefore not only a hermeneutic for interpreting end-time events. It is 

also a way of recognizing how Scripture’s own prophetic patterns expose spiritual reality. Christ 

does not merely foretell events. He diagnoses conditions. He names patterns. He reveals what is 

hidden. He calls His people to overcome. 
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The letters to the seven churches do not end merely with warning. Each letter contains a 

promise to the overcomer. These promises reach backward into Old Testament imagery and 

forward into final consummation. The overcomer eats of the tree of life, receives hidden 

manna, shares in Kingdom authority, walks in white, is not blotted out of the book of life, 

becomes a pillar in the temple of God, receives the name of God, and sits with Christ in His 

throne. 

These promises show the full movement of dynamic prophecy. The imagery begins in the Old 

Testament, is fulfilled in Christ, is applied to the Church, is promised to the faithful individual, 

and reaches final consummation in the Kingdom of God. 

Dynamic prophecy is not merely something to chart. It is something to heed. It is not merely a 

way to understand history. It is a way to recognize the voice of Christ speaking to His people. It 

is not merely about beasts, kingdoms, Babylon, and final judgment. It is also about repentance, 

endurance, purity, faithfulness, and overcoming. 

The same Christ who holds the key of David also knocks at the door. 

The same Christ who rules the nations also searches the reins and hearts. 

The same Christ who will judge the world also walks among the candlesticks. 

The same Christ who will consummate the Kingdom also calls His churches to overcome. 

Therefore, dynamic prophecy reaches from history to the heart. It shows us how God’s 

prophetic patterns unfold in nations, in churches, in movements, and in individuals. It teaches 

us that the Word of God is not dead history, but living truth. The patterns revealed in Scripture 

continue to warn, instruct, correct, and encourage the people of God until the day when every 

promise is fulfilled, every warning is vindicated, every overcomer is rewarded, and the Kingdom 

of Jesus Christ is openly manifested in everlasting fullness. 
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Chapter 11 
Conclusion 

Throughout this study, we have examined a principle that has quietly existed throughout the 

Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation. God consistently reveals His purposes through patterns, 

types, shadows, historical events, covenantal judgments, preliminary fulfillments, greater 

fulfillments, present Kingdom reality, and finally their complete fulfillment in Jesus Christ and 

His everlasting Kingdom. 

This is not a theory imposed upon the Bible from the outside. It is the Bible’s own method of 

revealing prophecy. 

Dynamic prophecy teaches us that the first fulfillment may be real without being final. The 

earlier event may truly fulfill the Word of God while still establishing a pattern that points 

forward to a greater fulfillment. The shadow is not false, but neither is it the substance. The 

historical judgment is not meaningless, but neither does it always exhaust the prophecy. The 

present reality is not imaginary, but neither does it eliminate the future consummation. 

This principle has appeared again and again throughout the study. 

Joshua the high priest was a real man in Zechariah’s day, yet he pointed beyond himself to Jesus 

Christ, the true Branch, the true King-Priest, and the One who alone could build the true temple 

of God. 

The Day of the Lord was manifested repeatedly in historical judgments upon nations, yet those 

judgments pointed beyond themselves to the final Day of the Lord, when Jesus Christ will judge 

the living and the dead. 

Joel began with a literal locust plague and a real call to repentance, yet his prophecy expanded 

to Pentecost, the outpouring of the Holy Ghost, the last days, the final judgment of the nations, 

and the great and terrible Day of the Lord. 

The Olivet Discourse showed that Jerusalem’s destruction in AD 70 was a real fulfillment of 

Christ’s words, but not the final fulfillment of every prophetic element connected with His 

coming, the resurrection, the gathering together of the saints, and the final judgment. 

The Great Tribulation was not encapsulated in 70 AD, nor is it the doorway into a future earthly 

millennium; it is the final crisis at the end of the present millennial reign, immediately preceding 

the visible appearing of Christ, the resurrection, the gathering of the saints, final judgment, and 

the eternal state. 
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Daniel established prophetic patterns of kingdoms, beasts, persecution, dominion, and the 

everlasting Kingdom of God. His visions were not isolated predictions, but foundational 

prophetic patterns that Jesus, Paul, and John later carried forward. 

Revelation gathered all of these prophetic threads into their grand consummation. Babylon, 

Egypt, Sodom, Jerusalem, the temple, the Lamb, the beast, the throne, the marriage supper, 

and the Day of the Lord all reach their final prophetic expression in the victorious reign of Jesus 

Christ. 

The seven churches showed that these prophetic patterns are not limited to nations and 

empires, but may also be applied to churches, groups, movements, and individuals, as Christ 

searches His people and calls them to overcome. 

These examples are too consistent to dismiss. They show that prophecy is not static. It unfolds. 

God establishes a pattern, develops that pattern through history, applies that pattern to His 

people, and brings it to its appointed fullness in Christ. 

Once this principle is recognized, the harmony of Scripture begins to emerge with remarkable 

clarity. The apparent conflict between historical fulfillment and future fulfillment disappears. 

The prophets are not competing with one another. Jesus is not speaking contrary to the Old 

Testament prophets. The Apostles are not introducing a new prophetic system detached from 

the Scriptures before them. Revelation is not replacing the prophetic witness of Scripture. 

Instead, all of Scripture is revealing one redemptive and prophetic purpose unfolding 

progressively according to the wisdom of God. 

Dynamic prophecy also protects us from unnecessary extremes. It does not force every 

prophecy entirely into the first century, as though all prophetic hope ended with the destruction 

of Jerusalem. It does not postpone the Kingdom entirely into the future, as though Christ is not 

reigning now. It does not fragment the prophetic story into separate peoples, separate 

kingdoms, separate hopes, separate comings, separate resurrections, and separate destinies. 

Scripture itself gives us a better pattern. 

The historical fulfillment establishes the pattern. 

The greater fulfillment expands the pattern. 

The present Kingdom manifests the reign of Christ now. 

The final consummation completes the pattern. 
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This is why dynamic prophecy is one of the foundational hermeneutical principles of Apostolic 

eschatology. It allows Scripture to interpret Scripture. It honors the historical setting of 

prophecy without imprisoning prophecy in the past. It preserves the future hope of the Church 

without postponing the Kingdom of God into a future earthly age. It recognizes that Christ 

reigns now, while still confessing that He will appear visibly in glory. 

This is also why Present Millennialism rests so firmly upon this principle. Present Millennialism 

does not deny the future hope of the Church. It does not deny the visible return of Christ. It 

does not deny the resurrection of the dead, the gathering together of the saints, the final 

judgment, the destruction of death, or the consummation of the Kingdom. 

Rather, it recognizes that the Kingdom has already come because the King has already come. 

Christ has died. 

Christ has risen. 

Christ has ascended. 

Christ has poured out the Holy Ghost. 

Christ reigns now. 

His saints reign with Him now as kings and priests unto God. 

His Kingdom is present now. 

Yet the Kingdom that is present now will be openly manifested in glory when Jesus Christ 

appears. The present reign does not erase the future appearing. The future appearing does not 

deny the present reign. They belong to the same Kingdom, the same King, and the same 

prophetic movement from inauguration to consummation. 

The Kingdom is present. 

The Kingdom will be consummated. 

Christ reigns now. 

Christ will appear in glory. 

The saints are kings and priests now. 

The saints still await the redemption of the body. 

The Church lives under the reign of Christ now. 

The saints will be fully delivered at the coming of the Lord. 
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This is the strength of dynamic prophecy. It allows these truths to stand together without 

contradiction. It preserves historical fulfillment without denying final fulfillment. It preserves 

the present Kingdom without denying the consummated Kingdom. It preserves the reign of 

Christ now without denying the appearing of Christ in glory. It preserves the simplicity and 

power of the Apostolic witness. 

From Genesis to Revelation, there is one divine Author revealing one redemptive purpose 

centered in one Lord, one Kingdom, one people, one hope, and one final consummation. 

There is one King. 

There is one Kingdom. 

There is one people of God. 

There is one resurrection hope. 

There is one gathering together of the saints. 

There is one visible appearing of Jesus Christ. 

There is one final judgment. 

There is one consummation of all things. 

This does not erase the historical stages through which God has worked. It does not deny the 

reality of Old Testament judgments, covenants, institutions, or prophetic promises. Rather, it 

shows where all of those things were always pointing. They were moving toward Christ. 

The shadows give way to the substance. 

The patterns reach their fulfillment. 

The historical judgments point toward the final judgment. 

The temple points to Christ and His Church. 

The priesthood points to Christ and His redeemed people. 

The sacrifices point to the blood of Jesus Christ. 

The Kingdom promises point to the present reign and final glory of the King. 

The people of God are gathered together in Jesus Christ. 

The goal of prophecy is not a return to the shadows. 

The goal of prophecy is Jesus Christ. 
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The goal is His reign. 

The goal is His redeemed people. 

The goal is His visible appearing. 

The goal is the resurrection of the dead. 

The goal is the judgment of the world. 

The goal is the destruction of death. 

The goal is the full redemption of the saints. 

The goal is the open and everlasting consummation of the Kingdom. 

As we continue to study prophecy, we must allow Scripture to establish its own patterns, define 

its own symbols, and interpret its own promises. We must not force the prophetic Word into 

systems that flatten, postpone, or fragment what God has progressively revealed. We must read 

the prophets through Christ, the Apostles, and the full witness of Scripture. 

When this is done, biblical prophecy is not confusing. It is unified. It is purposeful. It is Christ-

centered. 

The Kingdom dwells continuously because the King reigns continuously. 

And when the King appears, every pattern will be complete. 

Every shadow will have given way to substance. 

Every historical judgment will have pointed to the final judgment. 

Every promise of victory will be fulfilled. 

Every enemy will be put beneath His feet. 

Death itself will be destroyed. 

The saints will be gathered. 

The righteous will shine forth in the Kingdom of their Father. 

And the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, already present through His reign, will be openly manifested in 

everlasting fullness. 

Dynamic prophecy is therefore not a secondary issue. It is one of the great hermeneutical keys 

to understanding Apostolic eschatology, the Present Kingdom, and the final consummation of all 

things in Jesus Christ. 
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Final Clarification 

Present Millennialism Is Not Amillennialism Repackaged 

Some may attempt to dismiss Present Millennialism by saying it is merely amillennialism 

repackaged under a different name. That objection misunderstands the position entirely. 

Present Millennialism is not amillennialism. The very word amillennialism means “no 

millennium.” Present Millennialism does not deny the millennium. It affirms the millennium as 

the present Kingdom reign of Jesus Christ during this Gospel age. The issue is not whether there 

is a millennium. The issue is where Scripture places it, how Scripture defines it, and how it 

relates to the present reign of Christ and the final consummation of the Kingdom. 

Present Millennialism fully affirms that Christ reigns now, that His saints reign with Him now as 

kings and priests unto God, and that the Kingdom is present now because the King has already 

come, conquered death, ascended into heaven, and poured out the Holy Ghost upon His 

people. This is not a denial of the millennium. It is an affirmation that the millennium is not 

postponed to a future earthly age after the Second Coming, but is the present reign of Christ 

that continues until He appears in glory. While amillennialists would also affirm most of this, the 

label is misleading, whereas Present Millennialism is clear, profound, and definitively Apostolic.  

The most significant distinction is hermeneutical. Present Millennialism is built upon the 

principle of dynamic prophecy. As has been overwhelmingly demonstrated throughout this 

work, dynamic prophecy is not an artificial system imposed upon Scripture, but a sound biblical 

hermeneutic found within the Bible itself and brought clearly to light through the examples 

examined in this study. It reads prophecy according to the biblical pattern demonstrated 

throughout Scripture: historical fulfillment, greater fulfillment, present Kingdom reality, and 

final consummation in Jesus Christ. It does not simply collapse prophecy into the past, nor does 

it postpone the Kingdom into the future. It recognizes that God often establishes a prophetic 

pattern in history, carries that pattern forward through successive fulfillments, and brings it to 

completion at the appearing of Jesus Christ. 

This is where Present Millennialism differs from many forms of amillennialism and partial 

preterism. Amillennialism often denies a literal future millennium by treating the thousand 

years primarily as symbolic, but it does not explicitly establish the millennium upon the 

structured hermeneutic of dynamic prophecy. Partial preterism rightly recognizes many first-

century fulfillments, especially surrounding AD 70, but often risks confining too much prophecy 

to the past. Futurism rightly preserves future expectation, but often postpones too much and 

obscures the present reign of Christ. Present Millennialism refuses all of those extremes. 
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Present Millennialism affirms historical fulfillment without making history the final fulfillment. It 

affirms the present Kingdom without denying the future appearing of Christ. It affirms the 

present reign of the saints without denying the resurrection, final judgment, and full 

redemption still to come. It affirms the millennium, not as an absent or imaginary age, but as 

the present reign of Jesus Christ and His saints during this Gospel age, moving toward the final 

and open manifestation of the Kingdom at His coming. 

Therefore, Present Millennialism should not be dismissed as amillennialism under another 

name. It is a distinct Apostolic eschatological framework grounded in dynamic prophecy, the 

present reign of Christ, the New Covenant identity of the Church, and the final consummation 

of the Kingdom. It does not teach “no millennium.” It teaches the present millennium — the 

Kingdom of Jesus Christ already inaugurated, presently active, and awaiting its glorious 

consummation when the King appears. 
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Appendix A 
Dynamic Prophecy at a Glance 

From Historical Fulfillment to Present Kingdom Reality to Final Consummation 
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Appendix B 
The Prophetic Timeline of the Present Kingdom 

 

 


