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Church Bible Study by Pete Wierzbicki 

This companion pictorial is presented alongside our full Bible study 

and historical article, The Horrors of the Roman Catholic Church, for 

one purpose: to pull back the cloak of darkness from the atrocities 

committed under the authority and influence of the Roman Catholic 

system against those it branded as heretics. This is not legend, 

exaggeration, fantasy, fiction, or sensational invention. It is the 

documented record of religious persecution preserved in historical 

books, old engravings, museum references, trial histories, and 

accounts of the Inquisition and related systems of religious 

persecution. To some degree, even Catholic historical documentation 

acknowledges that the Inquisition was an ecclesiastical institution 

created for the suppression of heresy, and that its process involved 

imprisonment, interrogation, confiscation, torture, surrender to civil 

authority, and death by torture, fire, mutilation, and even beheading. 

 
Note: These images are reproductions of historical depictions recorded by eyewitnesses 

and preserved through woodcut and steel-plate printing methods of their time. Because 

some of the original images were extremely graphic, a number of them have been toned 

down in this presentation. 
 



Most people today have never truly seen this history. Many have never heard the details of the Inquisitions, the torture chambers, 

the public burnings, the drownings, the gallows, the racks, the chains, the iron devices, the prison cells, and the instruments of terror 

used against men and women who refused to submit their conscience to Rome. For centuries, this history has been softened, buried, 

rewritten, minimized, contextualized, or explained away. The language has changed. The images have disappeared from public 

memory. The victims have often been forgotten. Yet the facts remain. These things happened. People were tortured. People were 

imprisoned. People were burned. People were drowned. People were hanged. People were executed. Families were destroyed. 

Writings were confiscated or burned. Whole groups were labeled, misrepresented, hunted, and in many cases erased from history by 

the very institution that condemned them. 

The purpose of these horrors was not ordinary criminal justice. These punishments were inflicted upon people accused of heresy — 

men and women who refused to submit to the doctrines, authority, sacraments, and religious rule of the Roman Catholic Church. 

That word, heresy, became the religious weapon by which Rome justified its violence. A heretic was not merely someone guilty of 

murder, theft, or civil disorder. A heretic could be someone who rejected the doctrines, sacraments, authority, or supremacy of the 

Roman Catholic Church. To reject Rome’s doctrine was to become dangerous. To reject the Pope of Rome was to become rebellious. 

To reject Catholic baptism, Catholic sacraments, Catholic priestcraft, Catholic authority, or Catholic definitions of God was to risk 

being branded an enemy of the Church and, therefore, an enemy of the state. 

For Apostolic believers, this history is especially sobering. Among the central doctrinal issues was the question of who God is and 

how a believer is to be baptized. The Roman Church came to defend the Trinitarian formula and the authority of its own sacramental 

system, while Apostolic believers have always maintained the biblical pattern of baptism in the name of Jesus Christ. In many 

settings, one of the revealing ways used to expose a supposed heretic was to examine his baptism, his confession, his doctrine of 

God, what name had been invoked over him, and whether he accepted the formula and authority of the Roman Church. Those who 

rejected the Trinitarian formula, rejected papal supremacy, or stood for baptism in the name of Jesus Christ stood outside Rome’s 

system and could be treated as enemies of the faith. 

The issue was never merely academic theology. The conflict over baptism, the Godhead, and the authority of Rome was written in 

blood. Those who would not confess Rome’s doctrines could be interrogated, imprisoned, stripped of property, humiliated, tortured, 

burned, drowned, hanged, mutilated, beheaded, or handed over to civil authorities for death. Their writings were often destroyed. 



Their testimony was often preserved only through the accusations of their persecutors. Their true beliefs were frequently distorted 

by the very powers that condemned them. 

This pictorial does not claim that every persecuted group in every age was doctrinally identical to modern Oneness Apostolics. But it 

does insist on this: Rome controlled much of the surviving narrative. Many groups branded as heretics were accused of doctrines 

they may not have actually held, because their own writings were burned, their teachers were killed, their congregations were 

scattered, and their histories were later told through hostile Catholic sources. Once their writings were destroyed and their people 

were silenced, the Catholic record often became the dominant voice left to describe them. When a religious empire burns a people’s 

books, kills their teachers, scatters their congregations, and then writes the history of what those people supposedly believed, 

honest readers must proceed with caution. The persecutor’s label is not always the victim’s confession. 

That means every accusation of “heresy,” “witchcraft,” “Manichaeism,” “false doctrine,” or “fanaticism” must be read carefully. The 

persecutors wrote the labels. The victims often did not survive to answer. Whole groups may have been misrepresented terribly. 

Their doctrines may have been distorted, exaggerated, or deliberately recast in the language of Rome’s accusations. When the 

condemned are denied the right to preserve their own testimony, the surviving record must be handled with caution. 

It must also be remembered that spiritual manifestations outside Roman control were often treated with suspicion. People who 

spoke in tongues, prophesied, or moved outside the sanctioned Catholic order could be accused of fanaticism, demonic influence, 

witchcraft, or religious madness. In some periods, accused persons were subjected to cruel ordeals, including trial by water, where 

the logic was horrifyingly absurd: if the accused drowned, they could be considered innocent; if they floated, they could be judged 

guilty. Such practices reveal the darkness of a system that claimed to defend truth while using fear, superstition, bodily torment, and 

terror as instruments of judgment. 

The images and descriptions that follow are not presented for shock value, morbid curiosity, or sensational display. They are 

presented as evidence. They are visual witnesses to what religious power becomes when it abandons the Spirit of Christ and joins 

itself to coercive authority. These devices and punishments testify to what happens when a church claims authority over conscience 

and then uses the power of the state to enforce its doctrines. 

The apostles preached truth; Rome prosecuted dissent. 

The apostles reasoned from Scripture; Rome built tribunals, prisons, and torture systems. 



The apostles baptized in the name of Jesus Christ; Rome punished those who defied its formulas. 

The apostles suffered persecution at the hands of religious and civil rulers; Rome became a persecuting power. 

Today the Roman Catholic Church and its defenders often attempt to minimize the Inquisition, contextualize it, excuse it as a product 

of its time, or present it as necessary to preserve religious unity and protect the purity of the faith. That argument is an abomination. 

Truth does not need torture. The Gospel does not need a dungeon. Jesus Christ never commanded His Church to force confessions 

through pain, drown the accused, burn dissenters, mutilate the condemned, or deliver men and women to death for refusing 

religious submission to an earthly hierarchy. 

This pictorial is therefore a witness. It is a visual indictment against religious tyranny. It is a reminder that the history of Rome is not 

merely cathedrals, councils, vestments, ceremonies, and claims of apostolic succession. It is also racks, stakes, chains, iron devices, 

prison cells, confiscations, interrogations, drownings, flames, and death. The world has tried to forget. Rome has tried to explain. 

History has tried to soften the edges. But the blood of the persecuted still speaks. 

These images are presented so that the reader may see, remember, and understand what happens when a church abandons the 

apostolic pattern, joins itself to political power, and claims the right to enforce doctrine by coercion. 

This is not apostolic Christianity. Oneness Apostolics never committed such horrors against anyone.  

This is the horror: not merely that men were cruel, but that cruelty was committed in the name of God, in defense of doctrine, and 

under the banner of a church claiming to be the one true Church. 

This is The Horrors of the Roman Catholic Church Upon Oneness Apostolics. 

 

WARNING: The Following images may be disturbing; they are not for the squeamish.  
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